Ruth

Author: Samuel (?).  

Date: During the early Monarchy (c. 1000 B.C.)

Audience: The United Nation of Israel:

If Ruth was written by Samuel, then it was written to endorse David as God’s chosen king for Israel after Saul

Purpose:

A. To provide a biographical sketch of the pious ancestors of David the King 

B. To contrast the reproach brought upon Bethlehem in Judges 17-21 with the account of the righteous in Bethlehem

C. To emphasize the fulfillment of God’s covenant promises through Judah at a time when the nation Israel had lost her first king--Saul from the line of Benjamin

D. To demonstrate how YHWH supplies for the enormous needs of his people both individually and nationally in accordance with his covenant promises

Themes:

At the same time now we have the story of Ruth going on. The Judges story is a tragedy; the book of Ruth is not. It is a very happy story. There is a real contrast here.

A. God's Control of History

B. God Allows Miseries to Righteous People 

C. Obedience to God is Faithfulness in Actions Toward Others

D. Messiah's Lineage is Common and Noble

E. Redemption  

Key word:  Kinsman-Redeemer.  2:1, 20; 3:9,12; 4:6,14 

Overview:

A. Story Background

B. Conversion Statement

C. Gleaning

D. Ruth Proposes to Boaz

E. Women Make Key Initial Decisions

F. Issues of Inheritance 

G. Genealogy  

Structure:

Prologue, Setting & Predicament: 1:1-6

Act One – Naomi’s Return:  1:7-22

Naomi on road to Judah

Naomi & Ruth arrive in Jerusalem

Act Two – Ruth & Boaz in the Fields:  2:1-23

Ruth Gleans in Boaz’ Field

Ruth & Boaz Meet, Boaz is Generous

Naomi Evaluates the Meeting

Act Three – Ruth & Boaz at the Threshing Floor: 3:1-18

Naomi Reveals Her Plan

Ruth Executes the Plan, Boaz Accepts

Naomi Evaluates

Act Four – Boaz Arranges the Marriage: 4:1-12

Boaz Confronts the Nearer Kinsman

Boaz Acquires the Right to Marry Ruth

Epilogue: 4:13-22

Important Figures:

A. Naomi

B. Ruth

C. Boaz

D. The Kinsman

Important Ties To The Rest Of The Bible:

Judges – A Moabite woman is more honored than almost all of the Judges during the same time

Proverbs 31 – In the Hebrew Bible, Ruth follows Proverbs, which ends with the description of the ‘Woman of Noble Character’.  Ruth is described with those exact words (3:11).

The Genealogies of David and Christ.

