I Chronicles (Preparation of the Temple)

Title:  

A. The Hebrew Title is  “The Words [or Events] of the Days” 

1. This is not taken from the first verse but from I Chronicles 27:24.

B. The Greek Title is [The Books] of Things Left Out

1. This title identifies the fact that Chronicles supplements the history in Samuel and Kings in many places

2. Nevertheless, the name is misleading:


a. Chronicles also repeats much of the material in Samuel and Kings


b. The name fails to note that Chronicles own positive purpose which has decided his 
selection and arrangement of material to include in these books

C. The English Title is First and Second Chronicles:

1. Jerome (Latin Vulgate Bible 385-405 A.D.) noted the enormous extent of these books and thus stated in his prologue to the books of Samuel and Kings that “we might more significantly call it the chronikon of the whole sacred history.’

2. Even though Jerome used the Greek title for the books, his suggestion influenced Luther and thus became the title for the books which is used in English today

D. One should not confuse the references to the “Chronicles” mentioned in the books of Kings with the book of Chronicles

1. Both Kings and Chronicles drew from earlier court chronicles (see below)

2. Court scribes probably produced a number of scrolls which recorded the daily events of each monarch’s rule (Est. 2:23; 6:1; 10:2)

Author: 

A. Technically, the book is anonymous--no author or compiler is named

B. An unknown chronicler who was a priest or Levite because of the writer’s interest in the temple

C. Ezra the Scribe:

1. The Jewish Babylonian Talmud identifies Ezra the scribe as the author who “wrote the genealogy of Chronicles unto himself” or down unto his own time

2. The description of the decree by Cyrus in II.36:22 supports a time close to that of Ezra--at least not much before his time

3. Similarity of literary and linguistic features in Ezra-Nehemiah and Chronicles suggest a single author (Ezra) for these works

Date: 450-400 B.C.

Canonicity:

A. Nature of the Books:

1. Originally they were one scroll

2. The Greek LXX first divided the material into two books c. 200 B.C.

3. The first Hebrew division of the material into two books was not until 1448 A.D.

B. Greek LXX and English:

1. In the Greek and English OT canons the books of Chronicles “[The Books] of Things Left Out)” are placed among the historical books following the books of Kings 

2. Even the book of Ezra may have had an original unity with Chronicles it is placed after Chronicles in both the LXX and our English canons

C. The Hebrew Canon:

1. At an undocumented point prior to the fourth century A.D. Rabbinic authorities made up a third division of the canon called “The Writings” probably for liturgical reasons by:

a. combining the former and latter prophets

b. transferring some of the former prophets (Chronicles), some of the shorter scrolls and one latter prophet (Daniel) into a single group

2. Therefore, Chronicles now stands at the end of the Hebrew Canon 

Sources:

A. Canonical Sources:

1. Genesis

2. Samuel

3. Kings

B. Extracanonical Sources:

1. The Book of the Kingdoms (or Kings) of Judah and Israel (or of Israel and Judah)

2. The Story (midrash) of the Book of the Kings

3. The Words of Ussiah composed by the prophet Isaiah

4. The Words of Shemaiah the Prophet of Iddo the Seer

5. The Midrash of the Prophet Iddo

6. The Words of Jehu the son of Hanani

7. The Words of Hozai

C. The author used his sources with an intentional understanding and design

Purpose:

A. To bear witness to the unity of God’s will for his people.

B. To bear witness to the continuity of the obedient response within the history of Israel.

C. To give the Jews of the Second Commonwealth the true spiritual foundations of their theocracy as the covenant people of Jehovah

D. To bear witness to the role of sacred scripture as providing the rule of faith by which the community lives.

E. To interpret to the restored community in Jerusalem the history of Israel as an eternal covenant between God and David which demanded an obedient response to the divine law.

F. To reveal God’s desire to bless those who wholeheartedly worship Him and to curse those who resist Him in rebellion according to the Mosaic system of Temple worship

The main theme is that God is faithful to His covenant.  Chronicles emphasizes the role of the Law, the priesthood, and the temple. Although Solomon’s temple was gone, the second temple could be regarded as the Remnant’s link to the first. This book also taught that the past was filled with lessons for their present. Apostasy, idolatry, intermarriage with Gentiles, and lack of unity were the reasons for their recent ruin. It is significant that after the Exile, Israel never again worshiped foreign gods.


Key Word:  The key words are David (183 times) and the Davidic Covenant.

Key Verses:

11:1-3 

17:11-14 

29:11-12 

Key Chapters:  Chapter 17. Because of the importance of God’s covenant with David to all of Scripture and its fulfillment in the person of Christ, this chapter is the pivotal and key chapter since it unfolds the Davidic Covenant as does I Samuel 7.

Key People:  As mentioned, it is a book about David, though others that were prominent in 1 Samuel are also important here like Nathan, Bathsheba, and Uriah.

Christ as Seen in 1 Chronicles:  What was said in 1 and 2 Samuel regarding David as a type of Christ would naturally be prominent here also. 

Outline:

I. Genealogies from Adam to David (1:1-9:44)

A. Adam to Abraham (1:1-27)

B. Abraham to Jacob (1:28-54)

C. Jacob to David (2:1-55)

D. David to the Captivity (3:1-24)

E. Genealogies of the Twelve Tribes (4:1-8:40)

F. Jerusalem’s Inhabitants (9:1-34)

G. The Family of Saul (9:35-44)

II. The Rise and Anointing of David (10:1-12:40)

A. The Death of Saul (10:1-14)

B. The Accession of David (11:1-3)

C. The Capture of Jerusalem (11:4-9) 

D. The Heroes of David (11:10-12:40)

III. David’s Reign (13:1-29:21)

A. David and the Ark (13:1-17:27)


1. David brings the Ark to Chidon: Uzza’s death (13:1-14)


2. David’s fame and victory over the Philistines (14:1-17)


3. David brings the ark to Jerusalem (15:1-29)


4. David’s celebration and arrangements for the ark (16:1-43)


5. David’s desire to build a Temple: the Davidic covenant (17:1-27)

B. David’s Wars (18:1-20:8)

C. David’s Sinful Census (21:1-30)

D. David’s Preparations for the Temple (22:1-23:1)

E. David’s Organization of the Levites (23:2-26:32)


1. Numbering of and duties of the Levites (23:2-32) 


2. Dividing the Levites into twenty-four groups (24:1-31)


3. Assigning the musicians (25:1-31)


4. Appointing gatekeepers (26:1-19)


5. Assigning the treasures (26:20-28) 


6. Delegating magistrates (26:29-32)

F. David’s Civil Leaders (27:1-34)

G. David’s Last Instructions to the People and to Solomon (28:1-21)

H. David’s Offerings and Worship (29:1-21)

IV. The Accession of Solomon and Death of David (29:22-30)

II Chronicles (Destruction of the Temple)

Author:  See I Chronicles 

Date:  450-425 B.C.

Title:  See I Chronicles

Theme and Purpose:  See I Chronicles 

As mentioned, Chronicles goes over some of the same history as Samuel and Kings, but from a different perspective in order to emphasize certain things: In 1 Chronicles, David is the subject while in 2 Chronicles the house of David is central. In Kings the history of the nation is given from the throne whereas in Chronicles it is given from the altar (the temple). In Kings the palace is central, but in Chronicles the temple is prominent. In Kings the focus is on the political history while in Chronicles the focus is on the religious or spiritual element of Israel’s history.

Chronicles is more than simply an historical record. It is God’s commentary on the spiritual characteristics of David’s dynasty. Because of this, the focus is on the kingdom of Judah, the Southern Kingdom where there were revival and godly kings in David’s line and why the Northern Kingdom, with no godly kings, is basically ignored. 

Key Word:  References to the House of God and the priest(s) occur often. 

Key Verses:

7:14 

16:9 

See also 1:1; 5:1; 36:14, 17-18.

Key Chapters: The chapters covering the reforms of godly kings are key chapters in the way they illustrate the promise of 7:14. See especially chapter 34 and the reforms under Josiah when the book of the Law was found, read, and obeyed.

Key People:  Josiah, Rehoboam, Solomon.

Christ as Seen in II Chronicles:  The throne of David has been destroyed, but the line of David remains. Murders, treachery, battles, and captivity all threaten the messianic line; but it remains clear and unbroken from Adam to Zerubbabel. The fulfillment in Christ can be seen in the genealogies of Matthew 1 and Luke 3.


The temple which is so prominent in 2 Chronicles is a beautiful portrait of Christ (see Matt. 12:6; John 2:19; and Revelation 21:22).

Outline:

I. The Reign of Solomon (1:1-9:31)

A. Solomon’s Inauguration (1:1-17)

B. Solomon’s Temple (2:1-7:22) 

C. Solomon’s Fame (8:1-9:28)

D. Solomon’s Death (9:29-31)

II. The Kings of Judah (10:1-36:21)

III. The Decree of Cyrus (36:22-23)

Differences between the Books of Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles:

1. The Books of Samuel

a. Author uses a biographical style

b. Author writes thematically from a special interest in the prophetic unfolding of the kingdom of Israel, especially as centered in the emergence, triumph, and struggles within the house of David.

2. The Books of Kings

a. The author relates the facts in a narrative-annalistic format

b. The author attempts to give a balanced account of the general activities that characterized the outworking of the divine covenant in Israel's first kingdom period

c. The author gives attention to the royal and prophetic elements of the Kingdom

d. The author is interested in the Kings of Israel and Judah

e. The kings are evaluated by the Mosaic law

3. The Books of Chronicles

a. Author uses a theological viewpoint

b. The author writes from the particular viewpoint of divine evaluation of how Israel (and particularly Judah) responded to the revealed standards of the sovereign God

c. The author emphasizes the priestly elements in the nation's history, such as the temple and worship

d. The author is primarily interested in the kings of Judah

e. In 2 Chronicles the kings of Judah are evaluated in reference to David and the worship of YHWH

Discrepancies with other Historical Books:

#
Higher
Lower
Description
Parallel Passage
Evaluation of Chronicles

a
 
1Chr 11:11
300 slain by Jashobeam, not 800
2Sa 23:8
Scribal error

b
1Chr 18:4
 
Hadadezer’s 1,000 chariots and 7,000 horsemen, not 1,000 and 700 horsemen
2Sa 8:4
Correct

c
1Chr 19:18a
 
7,000 Syrian charioteers slain, not 700
2Sa 10:18a
Correct

d
 
1Chr 19:18b
and 40,000 foot soldiers, not horsemen
2Sa 10:18b
Correct

e
1Chr 21:5a
 
Israel’s 1,100,000 troops, not 800,000
2Sa 24:9a
Different objects

f
 
1Chr 21:5b
Judah’s 470,000 troops, not 500,000
2Sa 24:9b
More precise

g
 
1Chr 21:12
Three years of famine, not seven
2Sa 24:13
Correct

h
1Chr 21:25
 
Ornan paid 600 gold shekels, not 50 silver
2Sa 24:24
Different objects

i,j
2Chr 2:2,18
 
3,600 to supervise the temple construction, not 3,300
1Kg 5:16
Different method of reckoning

k
2Chr 2:10
 
20,000 baths of oil to Hiram’s woodman, not 20 kors (=200 baths)
1Kg 5:11
Different objects

l
2Chr 3:15
 
Temple pillars 35 cubits, not 18
1Kg 7:15
Scribal error

m
2Chr 4:5
 
Sea holding 3,000 baths, not 2,000
1Kg 7:26
Scribal error

n
 
2Chr 8:10
250 chief officers for building the temple, not 550
1Kg 9:23
Different method of reckoning

o
2Chr 8:18
 
450 gold talents from Ophir, not 420
1Kg 9:28
Correct or scribal error

p
 
2Chr 9:16
300 gold bekas per shield, not 3 minas
1Kg 10:17
Different method of reckoning

q
 
2Chr 9:25
4,000 stalls for horses, not 40,000
1Kg 4:26
Correct

r
2Chr 22:2
 
Ahaziah king at 42 years, not 22
2Kg 8:26
Scribal error

s
 
2Chr 36:9
Jehoiachin king at 8, not 18
2Kg 24:8
Scribal error

Compared with its parallels, Chronicles is the same once, higher 10 times, and lower 7 times.

Total disagreements; 19 (j repeats i) out of 213 parallel numbers

