Leviticus

AUTHOR: Moses

DATE: 1450-1410 B.C. 

TITLE:  Hebrew: In Hebrew the title for this book comes from the opening words meaning “and he called” 1:1.  The English title, Leviticus, is borrowed from the Latin Vulgate, which, in turn, is derived from the Septuagint, the ancient Greek translation of the Hebrew text. 

THEME and PURPOSE:  Lev 11:45 says, “Be holy, because I am holy.”  Leviticus was designed to teach Israel (1) how to worship and walk with God and (2) how the nation was to fulfill its calling as a nation of priests. The great theme of Leviticus is holiness. A holy God can only be approached on the basis of sacrifice through the mediation of a priest. 

KEY WORD:  “Holiness” 

KEY VERSES:  

17:11 For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you on the altar to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood by reason of the life that makes atonement.

20:7-8 You shall consecrate yourselves therefore and be holy, for I am the Lord your God.  And you shall keep My statutes and practice them; I am the Lord who sanctifies you (see also 11:45).

KEY CHAPTER:  Chapter 16 deals with the Day of Atonement, which became the most important day in the Hebrew calendar because it was the only day the high priest was allowed to enter into the Holy of Holies in order to make atonement for the people. 

KEY PEOPLE:  Moses and Aaron

CHRIST in LEVITICUS:  (1) The Five Offerings all typify the person and work of Christ in His sinless life, submission to the Father that we might have fellowship with God.

(2) The High Priest 

CHRONOLOGICAL SETTING: 

A. The Passover occurred on the first day of the first month of the year (Ex 12:2).

B. The tabernacle was erected at Mount Sinai exactly one year after the Exodus (Ex 40:2, 17).

C. One month later the nation prepared to leave Sinai for the Promised Land (Num 1:1).

D. It seems that the book of Leviticus was given to Moses during the one month period between the erection of the Tabernacle and the departure of the people for the Promised Land from Mount Sinai.

Because YHWH is now dwelling among His people in holiness, He provides prescriptions mediated through Moses for the people to remain in relationship with Him (e.g., through ritual and cleanliness).

AUDIENCE:

A. Aaron and his sons as the priests to serve in the rituals and duties of the tabernacle.

B. The Redeemed nation at Sinai.

CHARACTERISTICS:

(1) Leviticus is largely a code book, a book of regulations. 

(2) The Book of Leviticus is, to a great degree, a book of priestly regulations. 

(3) The Book of Leviticus is essentially a narrative form of literature. 

(4) Leviticus is closely connected with the entire Pentateuch, and especially with Exodus and Numbers. In the original text the Book of Leviticus begins with a connective which is essentially equivalent here to “and,” indicating to the reader that the book simply follows on with the events and content of the Book of Exodus.

The continuity of Leviticus with Exodus is immediately apparent, as can be illustrated by several common factors. In Exodus, God told Moses that He had chosen the Israelites to be a priestly nation (Ex 19:6). In Leviticus there are many priestly regulations laid down. In the Book of Exodus the design for the tabernacle is given (Ex 25-31, 35-40), while in Leviticus the “user’s manual” for the tabernacle is given. At the very conclusion of the Book of Exodus the presence of God descends upon the tabernacle. In Leviticus, the implications of the presence of God are spelled out.

(5) Essentially, Leviticus can be divided into two major divisions, separated by chapter 16, which deals with the annual day of atonement. Chapters 1-15 deal with what we might call “priestly holiness” for they give instructions about sacrifices and rituals which ceremonially relate to one’s holiness. Chapters 17-27 deal more with what we could call “practical holiness,” that is holiness which is worked out in one’s daily walk, rather than by one’s religious or ritualistic activities.

(6) Leviticus is quite frequently quoted or referred to, but in the Old Testament, perhaps no other book is more influenced by Leviticus than the prophecy of Ezekiel.

(7) Leviticus makes a great deal of some distinctions. 

COMPLAINTS:

(1) Leviticus is boring, it is not exciting enough. 

(2)The Book of Leviticus is too bloody.  Moses took some of the blood of the “ram of ordination” and placed it on the right ears of Aaron and his sons, as well as on the big toes of their right feet (Lev 8:22-24). This is a bloody book.

(3) The Book of Leviticus is too difficult to understand. 

(4) The Book of Leviticus is not relevant to the New Testament Christian. 

Four key elements in the theology of the book. 

· The Presence of God 

· Holiness

· The Role of Sacrifice 

· The Sinai Covenant 

We have three compelling testimonies from the New Testament of the importance of a study of the Book of Leviticus. First, there is the citation of texts from Leviticus by our Lord and His apostles. Second, there is the recurrence of Old Testament theology in the New. And third, there is the dependence of the New Testament writers on Old Testament terminology.

Numbers

AUTHOR: Moses

DATE: 1450-1410 B.C.

TITLE: Numbers gets its name from the two accounts in chapters 1 and 26 of the numbering or counting of the people of Israel first at Mount Sinai and second on the plains of Moab.  The Hebrew title is Bemidbar or “In the Wilderness”.  The Greek title in the translation of the OT (LXX) was arithmoi  emphasizing the lists of numbers recorded in the book (1--4; 26).  The Latin Vulgate picked up on the Greek title and named the book Numeri from which the English acquires the name Numbers.

THEME and PURPOSE:  Though Numbers gets its name from the numbering of the people, it is primarily concerned with nearly 40 years of wandering in the desert. A journey which should have only lasted eleven days became a 38-year agony of defeat simply because of the disbelief and disobedience of the people. Numbers, then, shows the consequence of failing to mix faith with the promises of God (see Heb 3:16-4:2). Further, Numbers teaches us that while life does have its wilderness experiences, God’s people do not have to stay in those conditions. 

Another important theme shown throughout the book of Numbers is found in God’s continual care for his people. Over and over again, regardless of their rebellion and unbelief, He miraculously supplied their needs. He provided them with water, manna, and quail. He continued to love and forgive the people even when they complained, grumbled, and rebelled against Him. 

KEY WORD:  “Wanderings.”

KEY VERSES:  

14:22-23 Surely all the men who have seen My glory and My signs, which I performed in Egypt and in the wilderness, yet have put Me to the test these ten times and have not listened to My voice, shall by no means see the land which I swore to their fathers, nor shall any of those who spurned Me see it.

20:12. But the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “Because you have not believed Me, to treat Me as holy in the sight of the sons of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this assembly into the land which I have given them.”

KEY CHAPTERS:  Chapters 13-14 stand as the key chapters because these chapters record a critical turning point for the nation. Here, at Kadesh-Barnea (32:8), after receiving the evil report from 10 of the 12 spies whom Moses sent to spy out the land, with the exception of Joshua and Caleb Israel focused on the giants in the land, failed to believe God, and refused to enter to possess and conquer the land, a Land that flowed with milk and honey. 

KEY PEOPLE:  Moses, Aaron, Miriam, Joshua, Caleb

CHRIST in NUMBERS:  

(1) Perhaps no place is there a clearer portrait of Christ and His crucifixion than in the serpent lifted up on the standard (cf. Num 21:4-9 with John 3:14).

(2) The rock that quenched the thirst of the people is a type of Christ (I Cor 10:4).

(3) The daily manna pictures Christ as the bread come down from heaven (John 6:31-33).

(4) The pillar of cloud and fire portray the guidance of Christ and the cities of refuge certainly portray Christ as our refuge from judgment.

(5) Finally, the red heifer is also a type of Christ (ch. 19).

OUTLINE:  

Numbers divides into three sections: Preparation at Sinai, Failure of the Old Generation, Preparation of the New Generation.

I. Preparation at Sinai (Old Generation) (1-10)

A. The Position and Numbering of the People (1-4)

B. The Precepts of God and Sanctification of the People (5:1-9:14)

C. The Pilgrimage Toward the Promised Land (9:15-10:36)

II. Failure of the Old Generation (11-25)

A. Discontent Along the Way (11-12)

B. Disbelief at Kadesh-Barnea (13-14)

C. Discipline from the Lord (15-25)

III. Preparation of the New Generation (26-36)

A. Reorganization of Israel (26-27)

B. Regulation of Offerings and Vows (28-30)

C. Regionalization of the Land (31-36)

CHRONOLOGICAL SETTING:

A. The Passover occurred on the fourteenth day of the first month of the year and the nation departed from Egypt on the fifteenth day of the first month (Num 33:3; Ex 12:2, 6)

B. The tabernacle was erected at Mount Sinai exactly one year after the Exodus (on the first day of the first month of the second year; Ex 40:2, 17)

C. One month later the nation prepared to leave Sinai for the Promised Land (on the first day of the second month of the second year; Num 1:1).

D. On the twentieth day of the second month of the second year “the cloud was lifted from over the tabernacle of the testimony and the sons of Israel went out on their journeys from the wilderness of Sinai” (Num 10:11-12).

E. Deuteronomy opens with a reference to the first day of the eleventh month of the 40th year. This is 38 years, eight months and ten days after the nation departed from Sinai (Deut 1:3; cf. Num 10:11-12)Therefore, Numbers covers a period of time known as the wilderness wanderings which lasted 38 years, nine months and ten days.

CRITICAL CONCERNS IN NUMBERS:

A. Numbers in Numbers:

1. The design of the census in Numbers:

a. To ascertain and recruit manpower for war (Num 1:3)

b. To allot work assignments in the forced labor gangs and the religious cult (Num 3:4)

c. To establish a basis for taxation (cf. Ex 30:11-16)

d. To order the Hebrew tribes in marching and camping formations (Num 2)

e. To contribute to the organization of former slaves into a unified people

2. Two census are taken in Numbers (1; 26):

a. The first census was taken in the second month of the second year after the Exodus (Num 1:1) numbering the first generation of post-Exodus Israelites

b. The second census was taken in the fortieth year after the Exodus numbering the second generation of post-Exodus Israelites (Num 20:1, 22-29; 33:38)

c. Both census were taken of Israelite men who were of fighting age (twenty years of age and older) Num 1:1-4; 26:1-4.

3. Significance of the Numbers in the Census:

a. If one understands the numbers to be literal and the men to represent about one-fourth of the population, then the number of the Israelites ranges from two to three million people.

b. Some argue that the numbers cannot be literal for the following reasons:

1) The Sinai wilderness did not have the ability to sustain such a large number of people and animals 

2) Israel was unable to subdue and displace the Canaanites 

STRUCTURE IN NUMBERS:  

A. The order (or disorder) of Numbers is often considered to be a difficulty for many in interpreting the book.  The form in Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers emphasizes large cycles which bring out “the parallels between the three journeys, and between the three occasions of law-giving, at Sinai, Kadesh and the plains of Moab.” The following charts emphasize this

Exodus to Numbers

Egypt (Ex 1--13), Sinai (Ex 19—Num 10), Kadesh (Num 13-20), Plains of Moab (Num 22:36)





Journeys

Red Seat to Sinai
Sinai to Kadesh
Kadesh to Moab

Led by cloud Ex 13:21
= Nu 10:11ff 
 

Victory over Egypt 14 
 
cf. 21:21-35

Victory song 15:1-18 
cf 10:35f 
21:14-15

Miriam 15:20-21 
= 12 
= 20:1

People complain 15:23-24 
= 11:1 
= 21:5

Moses’ intercession 15:25 
= 11:2 
= 21:7

Well 15:27 

= 21:16

Mana and quails 16 
= 11:4-5 
 

Water from rock 17:1-7
 
= 20:2-13 

Victory over Amalek 17:8-16 
 
cf. 21:1-3

Jethro 18:1-12 
cf. 10:29-32
 






Stops

Topic
Sinai
Kadesh
Moab

Divine promises
Ex 19:5-6; 23:23ff. 
Nu 12:2 
22:24

40 days
24:28 
13:25 
--

Rebellion
32:1-8 
14:1ff 
25:1-3

Moses’ intercession
32:11-13 
14:13-19 
--

Judgment
32:34 
14:20-35 
25:4

Plague
32:35 
14:37 
25:8-9

Law of sacrifice
34:18ff; Lv. 1-7 etc. 
15:1-31 
28-29

Trial
Lv.24:10-23 
15:32-36 
27:1-11

Rebellion against Priests
Lv. 10:1-3 
16:1-35 
--

Atonement through priests and Levites
Ex 32:26-29 
16:36-50 
25:7-13

Priestly prerogatives 
Lv. 6-7; 22 
17-18 
31:28-30; 35:1-8

Impurity rules
Lv. 11-16; Nu.9:6-14 
19 
31:35-9ff.

Census
Nu. 1-4 
-- 
26 

PURPOSES of NUMBERS:  

A. To fill-in the historical period from the Exodus and Sinai revelation to the preparations in Moab to enter the Promised Land

B. To explain that the 38 year period in the wilderness was a consequence for the unbelief of the older generation (Dt 1:35ff)

C. To demonstrate God’s faithfulness and forbearance against the backdrop of Israel’s unfaithfulness, rebellion, apostasy and frustration

D. To present laws as case studies which do not have a precedent in what has been spoken thus far.

E. To narrate the preparation of Israel for entry into the Promise Land by describing the journey from Sinai to the region beyond Jordan, and the legal decisions made in the wilderness.

