I & II Kings

Author:  

An Anonymous Editor-Compiler-Author (Jeremiah?) from the sixth century B.C.

A. Jeremiah the Prophet:

1. Traditional Jewish scholarship has identified the writing/compiling of this book with the prophet Jeremiah

2. Some of the basis for the identification of Jeremiah with Kings is the similarity of Jeremiah 52 with 2 Kings 24-25

3. Another support for Jeremiah as the author is that the history of Kings gives prominence to the place of true prophets in both the Israelite and Judean ministries

4. Another support for Jeremiah is that the writer seems to have been an eye witness to the fall of Jerusalem (586 B.C.)

B. An Anonymous Editor-Compiler-Author of the Sixth Century B.C.

1. This allows for the historical abstracts at the end of 2 Kings 25

2. This writer probably was a an exile who lived in Babylon during the captivity (2 Kings 25:27-30) This could not have been Jeremiah since he died in captivity in Egypt

3. This may or may not have been a prophet

4. Some have felt that it was either Ezra or Ezekiel

5. He had a sense of how the northern and southern kingdoms' histories were built upon their covenant relationship with the Lord

Date/Chronology:  

A. The books of Kings were Written between 560 and 538/539 B.C.

1. The last event recorded in 2 Kings 25:27-30 is the release of Jehoichin from prison during the thirty-seventh year of his imprisonment (560 B.C. [597 B.C. minus 37 years of captivity = 560 B.C.]). This marks the earliest date that Kings could have been completed

2. Since there is no mention of a return to Jerusalem after the captivity, it is probable that the book was written before that event in 538/539 B.C. This marks the latest date that Kings could have been written.

B. This material covers a period from the end of David's reign (c. 970 B.C.) to the captivity of Israel (587/586 B.C.) and then the release of Jehoiachin (560 B.C.).

C. Foreign Powers Mentioned in the Books of Kings

Placement in OT:

A. The early Greek manuscripts of the OT combined the books of Samuel and Kings under the title of "kingdoms," or "reigns".  

B. In the Hebrew Scriptures the book of Kings was originally one book

C. The English has adopted the division of the historical books after the Greek Septuagint 

D. The Books of Samuel and Kings cover Israel's period as a nation under a king:

1. Samuel--Saul

2. Samuel--David

3. Kings--Solomon and the divided kingdom

4. Kings--The fall of the divided kingdoms of Israel and Judah

E. Placement in the Hebrew Scriptures: One of the Prophets

1. The "Prophets" is grouped into "Former Prophets"  and "Latter Prophets" 

2. They were the last book of the Former Prophets


a. Labeling them as prophetic rather than historical suggests that these books are 
primarily theological in nature rather than annalistic.

Purpose:

A. To complete the written history of Hebrew kingship as a sequel to the books of Samuel

B. To show the repeated, divine reasons for the fall of the Jewish nation

C. To relate the history of the Hebrew united and divided monarchies in their 'covenant failure'

D. To legitimize the Davidic dynasty through the agency of the prophetic office

E. To warn the kings and the people of the consequence of covenant disobedience

F. To demonstrate that the one who was to fulfill the promise to David in 2 Samuel 7 had not yet arrived since none of the kings who followed David were greater than David

G. To provide hope for Israel through the two historical appendices that God would yet fulfill his promise to the house of David

Theme:

Theme of 1 Kings

A. Importance of Orthodox Worship

B. No Gifts or Status Prevents Apostasy

C. God's Promises Carried Out

D. True Unity by Belief

E. Social Oppression

F. Power of the King to Influence Religion

G. Religious and Political Instability

H. Lone True Prophet

I. Passing on the Prophetic Office

J. New and Foreign Things

K. Miracles as Confirmation of Divine Truth

Literary Structure:

A. For the most part 1--2 Kings is in chronological order from the rise of Solomon to the fall of Jerusalem

B. Some parts of Kings are thematic:

1. The summary account of Solomon's administration (I Kings 4)

2. The overview of Solomon's architectural achievements (I Kings 5:1-7:12)

3. Events related to Jeroboam I and Hezekiah (I Kings 13; 14:1-20; 2 Kings 18:7-19:37; 20)

4. The prophetic ministries of Elijah and Elisha (I Kings 17-2 Kings 8:15)

C. The formulaic structure of the "kings" accounts:

1. The Judahite Kingship:


a. Introduction of the kings:


1) By name 


2) Name of the king's father 


3) Report of the kings accession (usually synchronized with the reign of his Israelite 
counterpart) 


b. Biographical information is given:


1) The king's age at accession 


2) The length of the king's reign 


3) The name of the queen mother 


4) Jerusalem as the capital of the king 


5) An evaluation of the king's moral character and spiritual leadership 


c. Closing Information:


1) Identification of additional sources documenting information about the kings reign 


2) A death and burial statement 


3) An announcement of the king's successor 

2. Israelite Kings:


a. Basically the same as above


b. In the biographical information the following changes were made:


1) The royal city was usually Samaria 


2) The name of the queen mother was usually omitted 

3. Placed within a king's reign were placed:


a. Prophetic speeches (1 Kings 18:20-29)


b. Direct discourse (2 Kings 18:19-27)


c. Wisdom sayings (1 Kings 20:11; 2 Kings 14:9)


d. Poetic materials (1 Kings 22:17; 2 Kings 19:21-28)

Nature of the Divided Kingdom:

A. The Less Stable Northern Kingdom--Israel:

1. Only existed as an independent nation for 209 years

2. All of the kings were characterized as "evil" 

3. The average reign was ten years

4. There were nine different ruling families

5. Charisma was as important as ancestry to take the throne

6. The fate of all the kings was tragic:


a. Seven kings were assassinated


b. One king committed suicide


c. One king was stricken by God


d. One king was taken to Assyria

B. The More Stable Southern Kingdom--Judah:

1. Existed a century and half longer than the northern kingdom for 345 years

2. The reign of Judah's nineteen kings and one queen averaged more than seventeen years each

3. The Davidic family was the only family that claimed the throne except for Queen Athaliah

4. Judah also had tragic fates for the kings:


a. Five kings were assassinated


b. Two kings were stricken by God


c. Three kings were exiled to foreign lands

5. But eight of Judah's rulers were "good" because they followed the example of David and obeyed YHWH

Solomon:

A. Fulfillment of Warning About a King 

B. Building the Temple

C. Self-centered

D. Ashtoreth and Molech

The Solomonic empire (I Kings 1-11):

A.  Frame story 1:1-2:46 (the establishment of Solomon's kingdom-4 adversaries: Adonijah, Abiathar, Joab, Shimei-all dealt with).  

Adonijah was a son of David.  Abiathar, Joab supports Adonijah.  Abiathar was the high priest.  

Shimei was descendent of Saul.

B.  Favorable to Solomon 3:1-8:66

1.  God's attitude towards Solomon: Dream #1 (3:1-15)

2. Policies (3:16-5:18)


a.  Domestic policy (3:16-4:34)

  

1. Women and Wisdom 3:16-28

 

2. Administration and Wisdom 4:1-34


b.  Labor relations 5:1-18

  

1. The contract with Hiram 5:1-12

  

2. The Corvee 5:13-18

3.  Solomon's attitude towards God 6:1-8:66


a. He builds the temple 6:1-38

b. He builds his own palace 7:1-12--this is the pivot

c. He furnishes and dedicates the Temple 7:13-8:66

           

The furnishing of the temple 7:13-51

           

The ark is brought to the temple 8:1-21

          


Solomon's prayer of dedication 8:22-61

           

The ceremony 8:62-66

B' Unfavorable to Solomon 9:1-11:43

1.  God's attitude towards Solomon: Dream #2 9:1-10a

2.  Policies 9:10b-10:29


b'.  Labor relations 9:10b-28

1.  The contract with Hiram 9:10b-14

  

2.  The forced labor 9:15-28--negative thing


a'.  Foreign Policy 10:1-29

1. Woman and wisdom 10:1-13 painted as negative with queen of Sheba by impressing her with his things

  

2. Wealth and wisdom 10:14-29 Solomon is looking like Ancient Near Eastern 


monarch

3.  Solomon's attitude towards God 11:1-13


a.  He builds marriage alliances 11:1-6 

     --700 and 300 there so that their brothers/dads won't attack him

b.  He builds temples to the foreign gods 11:7-8

c.  He falls away from the LORD and is judged 11:9-13

A' Frame Story 11:14-43 (decline of Solomonic kingdom: 3 adversaries: Hadad, Rezon, Jeroboam-none dealt with).

Why did Solomon fall?  It started with the building of the palace vs. temple. 6:1-38, 7:1-12  

He builds a far bigger place for himself.  He cares more of himself than anything else. 

Yahweh's house-60/20/30 in 7yrs.  

Solomon's house-100/50/30 in 13yrs.  

When he starts to put more emphasis on himself than on God.

