Judges

Author: Possibly Samuel 

A. The Talmud identifies the author of Judges and Samuel as the prophet Samuel

B. There are no specific allusions to Samuel in the book

C. There is some evidence which points to a time of writing early in the monarchy, perhaps shortly after Saul’s coronation (e.g. 1051 B.C.)

1. The repeated phrase “in those days Israel had no king” looks backward from a time when Israel did have a king

2. The Jebusites are reported as still living in Jerusalem (1:21); this was not true following David’s conquest of the city in 1004 B.C. (2 Samuel 5:6-7)

3. The designation ‘Bethlehem-Judah” occurs only in Judges 17, 19, Ruth 1, and I Samuel 17:12.

Audience: If Samuel was the author, than the audience was either the generation of Saul who wanted a king to rule over them (I Samuel 8), or perhaps king Saul himself.

Chronology:  

A. The setting for the book is after the death of Joshua (1:1)

B. The Israelites are in the land of promise and are taking possession of the inheritance allotted to each tribe (1:1-36)

C. The author knows about a king in Israel (17:6; 18:1; 19:1; 21:25)

D. Some place the time of the conquest early (fifteenth century B.C.) and some date the conquest late (twelfth century B.C.) depending upon their date for the Exodus

E. Lasted for about 300 years.  A Very Tentative Reconstruction is as Follows:

1. Introduction and background (1:1--3:6) = 20 years

2. The Accounts of the Judges (3:7--16:31) = 260 years

3. The Epilogue on the Judges period = 20 years

Theology:

A. YHWH is the covenant God. Every deliverance in the book of Judges is specifically attributed to YHWH

B. YHWH is the true Judge of Israel who delivers and whose judgments are right and just 

C. In Judges obedience is not a prerequisite to blessing. Judges shows that God’s covenantal blessings are apart from any human merit, which in turn call for a response of obedience. The judges are weak. God delivers, not on the basis of human merit or might, but according to His choice of covenantal faithfulness to Abraham.

D. The Role of a Judge:

1. One who delivered the people

2. One who ruled in Israel before the time of deliverance (4:4)

3. One who ruled in Israel after the time of deliverance (8:28; 12:7)

4. He/she had several tasks (Dt 16:18; 25:1):

a. To turn the people back from idolatry and thus restore the authority of the law

b. To vindicate YHWH’s righteousness by proving that He always remained faithful to His covenant with His vassal

c. Since YHWH was the King, He utilized the judge to effect His rulership over His vassal, Israel. The judge was invested with YHWH’s power and authority

Purpose:

A. To develop the historical period from the conquest of the land to the time of Israel’s first king

B. Not simply to present history as it was, but to present a theological perspective on the period of the judges (cf. Joshua 24:14-28, Judges 2:6-13)

C. To present YHWH as faithful to His covenant to Abraham even through the people break their covenant with Him and never repent of their evil 

D. To remind the people that YHWH is faithful to His covenant and that He, not a judge or king, is the One ultimately responsible for the welfare of Israel

E. To stress for Saul (?) the obligation of obedience to YHWH with the understanding that blessing ultimately does not depend upon one’s own personal might or worthiness but upon YHWH’s faithfulness (1 Samuel will underscore this theme).  If the book was written for King Saul, then he is one who is being raised up during a particular generation to do battle with evil and is thus being warned about evil battle before him!

Theme:

Decline. The book of Judges is a tragedy. Now it does not mean everything is bad in the book, but a tragedy in the sense that it does not move along and progress to a happy ending. It moves downhill and progresses to a sad ending.

1. Four Planes of Decline

a. Military Decline

b. Spiritual Decline

c. Religious Decline

d. Moral Decline

2. Tenuous Conquest

3. Fading of Revival

4. Preservation of Values

5. How low people can sink

Facts Showing The Decline Of The People:

The Men in Judges go downhill: Othniel – Samson.

The Women in Judges go downhill: Acsah – Delilah.

Even the Parents in Judges go downhill:  Gideon’s – Samson’s.

Othniel wins w/ God only. Others win w/ deception. Samson doesn’t win.

Gideon ‘denies’ kingship, but names son Abimelech (My Dad Is King)

Abimelech killed his 69 bros. on one stone. He was killed by one stone.

Jephthah does the very thing that his enemies are killed for doing.

Samson breaks every single Nazarite vow (and a few others to boot).

6. God Rescuing

7. Charismatic Leadership

8. Need for Good King

9. The Attractions of Idolatry

10. Disintegration of Tribal Unity

The Deuteronomic Cycle:

Here is a pattern for the next almost thousand years. This pattern has been named the Deuteronomic Cycle because it is a reflection of what Deuteronomy warns about. It is consistent with the warnings of Deuteronomy.  Seven part cycle:   

1.  The people “do evil” by serving other gods

2.  Yahweh sends a nation to oppress them

3.  The people cry to Yahweh

4.  God raises up a deliverer

5.  The oppressor is defeated

6.  The people have rest

Christ as seen in Judges:

1.  Christ as the ultimate and perfect Judge

2.  Christ's role in the “Deuteronomic Cycle”

Outline of Judges:


A.  Foreign Wars Of Annihilation: 1:1 – 2:5



B.  Difficulties With Foreign Idols: 2:6 – 3:6




C.  Downward Spiral Cycle of Judges: 3:7 – 16:31



B’.  Difficulty With Domestic Idols: 17 – 18


A’.  Domestic Wars Of Annihilation: 19 – 21

Judges: 

Then come the judges. The judges are introduced with Othniel in 3:7. There are twelve judges that are mentioned in the book. Six of them have been called traditionally "major judges". In other words, the ones that get lengthy descriptions about what they did and who they were. And six judges we call "minor judges." They may have been very prominent in their day, very important, but the descriptions of them are just a verse or two.

It is very likely they overlapped one another in time rather then following each other chronologically.  These are not exhaustive and not all judges are found in this book.  

ex:  Eli and Samuel are both in Samuel.  Othniel is the 'ideal judge' and Samson the 'worst judge'.  Also, the more words used to describe a judge, the worst the judge.

Judge
Years
Memorable Acts
Reference

Othniel
40
Captured Canaanite City
3:7-11

Ehud
80
Killed Eglon, Defeated Moabites
3:12-30

Shamgar
?
Killed 600 Philistines
3:31

Deborah
40
Defeated Sisera & Canaan with Barak
4-5

Gideon
40
Defeated 135,000 Midianites with 300
6-8

Tola
23
Nothing Recorded
10:1-2

Jair
22
Had 30 Sons
10:3-5

Jephthah
6
Defeated Ammonites, Sacrificed Child
10:6-12:7

Ibzan
7
30 Sons & 30 Daughters
12:8-10

Elon
10
Unrecorded
12:11-12

Abdon
8
40 Sons, 30 Grandsons
12:13-15

Samson
20
Did not save Israel from Philistines
13-16

Other facts:

Cushan-Rishathaim means "dark doubly wicked".  Probably not name by birth but tweaked by someone else.  Hard to find a king sounds like this in the early date.  

Othniel was relative of Caleb and marries his daughter.  He is not Hebrew. 

Moabites more down in the south and probably thus a regional oppression.  

King Eglon probably tweaked in name as well.  Means 'fatted calf'.  He has been fattening himself on the agricultural tributes from Israel.  He looked stupid and gullible/so does his men.  

However, these people oppressed Israel for 18 yrs.  A twist on how unfaithful Israel was.

Shamgar kills 600 Philistines with an oxguard, which is an unusual weapon.  However, his name is not a Hebrew name.  

Oppressors Jabin/Sisera pairs up as Deborah/Barak are paired up.  Barak is painted in Hebrew in the same phraseology as Moabite guards who find their lord dead as he finds Sisera dead.

Gideon is full of spiritual dullness.  Zebah-'garbage' Zalmunna-'destroyed'.  He kills them out of personal revenge and no mention of God with him.  

Ephod is a symbol of priestly or royal status.

Abimelech rule as king for three years.  Has 70 men called 'empty men' who are empty in head and empty in morals.  The passage is full of revenge.  

Jair lives like a monarch with 30 sons suggesting he had a harem.  Riding on donkeys is a symbol of royal status in the Semitic culture.

Ammonites are from Aman/Jordan today.  

Jephthah's men are 'empty men' as well.  He was not raised up by God but by unscrupulous elders. Jephthah tries to manipulate God for victory.  He makes a very rash vow and then offers his daughter as a sacrifice.  The irony is that the Ammonites worhsipped a god that uses infant sacrifice.  

Samson means 'little son'.  The word  'philistines' means 'cultural-iliterate' and has connotations of being stupid and foolish.

Samuel actually does deliver.

