Joshua

Author/editors: Joshua, Eleazar the high priest and his son Phinehas, and/or other contemporaries of Joshua who outlived him.  

1.  
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Date: 1400-1370 B.C. (anytime after 1399)

I hold to an early date for the Exodus in accordance with a literal interpretation of the biblical numbers.

1. A plausible (and approximate) reconstruction of the Exodus would be as follows:

a. 966 = 4th full year (actually into the fifth) of Solomon’s reign (971-931) when the Temple was begun

b. +____yrs = start of David’s reign 

c. +____yrs = start of Saul’s reign  (Acts)

d. +_40_yrs = the time from Saul to Jephthah’s statement 

e. +____yrs = the time in the land (Jephthah’s statement)  (Judges)

f.  +_16_yrs = Joshua’s leadership 

g. +____yrs = wilderness wandering 

h.  Add up a through g should give us the approximate time of beginning of Exodus around  _____B.C.  (b through g should add up to ____)  (I Kings 6:1)

Date of Conquest

A. The beginning of the conquest of the land was in ____ B.C.  

B. The Actual Conquest lasted for 7 years or until       B.C.:

1. Caleb stated that he was 40 years old when he went to spy out the land in Joshua 14:7

2. The wilderness wanderings lasted 38 years (from that point) which brings Caleb’s age to 78 at the beginning of the conquest (40+38=78)

3. Caleb then stated that he was 85 years old at the end of the conquest (Joshua 14:10). This is confirmed by Caleb’s statement that the Lord provided for grace to the people for 45 years since Kadesh Barnea (38 years of wandering plus 7 years of conquest)

4. Therefore, If the conquest was begun in ____ B.C. after the wanderings, and it was completed seven years later, then the book could have been written any time after ____ B.C.

Title of the Book:  Unlike the first five books of the OT, this book appropriately takes its name from the chief human personality of the book, Joshua, the son of Nun, Moses’ servant. Joshua’s original name was Hoshea (Num. 13:8; Deut 32:44) which means “salvation.” But during the wilderness wanderings Moses changed his name to Yehoshua, meaning “Yahweh is salvation” or “Save, Yahweh” (Num. 13:16). Joshua is a contracted form of Yehoshua. 

Canonical placement of Joshua:  

A. Hebrew Scriptures: One of the Prophets

1. Joshua is grouped with the “Prophets”

2. The “Prophets” is grouped into “Former Prophets” (Joshua-2 Kings [not including Ruth]) and “Latter Prophets” (Isaiah-Malachi [without Lamentations and Daniel])

3. It was the first book of the Former Prophets

4. Perhaps this book was included with the prophets for the following reasons:


a. Joshua was himself a prophet


b. The book of Joshua proclaims truths taught by the prophets

B. Greek/English Scriptures: One of the Historical Books

1. As with the Greek Septuagint (LXX) Joshua is grouped along with the twelve historical books (Joshua to Esther).

2. The books share a prophetic view of history in which cause and effect are tied to the blessings and curses of the covenant.

About Joshua:  

A. He was the son of Nun, an Israelite of the tribe of Joseph (half-tribe of Ephraim) born in Egypt, who was a young man at the time of the Exodus (Ex 33:11)

B. He was Chosen by Moses to be his assistant or personal attendant (Ex 24:13; 32:17; 33:11)
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C. He was given charge of a detachment of Israelites to repel an Amalekite attack at Rephidim (Ex 17:9)

D. He was one of the twelve spies sent into the land who trusted in the Lord to give the land to the people (Numbers 13:8; 14:30)

E. He was commissioned by YHWH to become leader when Moses died (Deut. 31:14f, 23).

F. He courageously served as a godly servant before the Lord to bring the people into the promised land.

Theme and Purpose:  

Possessing, conquering, and dividing of the promised land is the theme and purpose of Joshua. The book of Joshua is designed to show God’s faithfulness to His promises, doing for Israel exactly as He had promised (cf. Gen. 15:8 with Josh. 1:2-6 and 21:43-45). The events recorded in Joshua are selective to set forth God’s special intervention on behalf of His people against all kinds of tremendous odds. 

A. For God to bless Israel with a land that He promised in His election of Abraham and his descendants

B. For God to complete the formation of the nation as an elect people, governed by God under law, and occupying a homeland 

C. To demonstrate for Israel that the gifts of the land rested in the historical fulfillment of YHWH’s promises

D. To confirm that the Lord will fulfill His promises as the nation responds in obedience to the law of Moses

Key Words: Possession, conquest, victory, dividing the land.

Key Verses: 

1:3 

1:8-9 

11:23 

24:14-15 

Key Chapter(s):  Changes in leadership are always critical times for any nation. For that reason, the following chapters are key chapters in Joshua.

Chapters 1-4 

Chapter 24

Key People: Joshua, Rahab, Caleb.

Christ as Seen in Joshua:  Though there are no direct Messianic prophecies of Christ, there are a number of types which point to the Savior. Joshua is a type of Christ in two very important ways. 
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Rahab

Outline:

I. The Invasion of Canaan (1:1-5:12) 

A. The Commissioning of Joshua (1:1-9)

B. The Command of Joshua to the People and Their Response (1:10-18)

C. The Canvassing of Jericho (chap. 2)

D. The Crossing of the Jordan (chap. 3)

E. The Commemoration of the Crossing (chap. 4)

F. The Consecration of the People (chap. 5:-12)

II. The Conquest of Canaan (5:13-12:24)

A. Conditioned for Victory: The Divine Commander (5:13-15)

B. The Campaign in the Central Portion (chaps. 6-8)

C. The Campaign in the South (chaps. 9-10)

D. The Campaign in the North (11:1-15)

E. The Review of the Victories (11:16-12:24)

III. The Division of Canaan (chaps. 13-21)

A. The Inheritance for the Two and One-Half Tribes (chap. 13)

B. The Inheritance for Caleb (chap. 14)

C. The Inheritance for the Nine and One-Half Tribes (15:1-19:48)

D. The Inheritance for Joshua (19:49-51)

E. The Cities of Refuge (20:1-9)

F. The Cities for the Levites (21:1-45)

IV. Conclusion (chaps. 22-24)

A. The Dispute About the Altar (chap. 22)

B. The Discourse of Joshua (23:1-24:28)

C. The Death of Joshua (24:29-33)

