Sunday School – 07/05/09

John 9

1. The encounter with the blind man

a. This may be the only instance of this story in the Bible

b. The pool is called Sent, which also relates to Jesus being sent into the world

c. Verses 8:12 & 9:5 light of the world – now an example by giving man sight

d. People attribute blindness to sin – as a general rule, there is such a connection, but not always in specific instances (Job!) ; here it is for God’s glory!

e. Similar to John 5 where Jesus heals a lame man on the Sabbath (Jesus could have chosen another day) – Pharisees are again upset & do not even believe that he was born blind (Light vs. darkness)

f. Verses 22 – 34 are fascinating:

i. Verse 22 – Pharisees question the miracle and so inquire of his parents, but they punt because they do not want to be excommunicated (or something similar)

ii. Verse 24 – give glory to God – means tell the truth (common oath –Joshua 7:19)

iii. The man becomes irritated for being ask to retell the story and has a sarcastic comment followed by a theology lesson (God does not listen to sinners, God clearly listens to Jesus…I’ll let you figure the rest out—the enlightened are trying to convince the once blind he is blind)

iv. Verse 30 – that is remarkable! (not that he can see, but the Pharisees don’t know and won’t admit to the miracle)

v. At the end, the Pharisees admit his blindness (which they had been trying to debate)

g. As we’ve seen thus far, there is a connection between miracle and call to believe

i. Probably also sealed his excommunication – the first persecution of a Christian

ii. Sight is a common metaphor – either seeing or not seeing, spiritually and physically

iii. The Pharisees could see and yet acted blindly – applicable to us also

iv. Jesus did not come to judge but the light results in judgment

Critical words to define:

· Messianic Feast – banquet in heaven

· Divine – relating to or proceeding directly from God

· Deity – being God

· Grace – kindness of master (God) to slave (man); affords joy, pleasure, delight, loveliness, etc.; unmerited kindness or favor

· Truth – consistency of statements and correspondence with facts of reality

· Messiah – the anointed one, often used in OT for high priest or king

· Christ – the one who is anointed (Messiah)

· Glory – weight or worth of something (worthiness of God and His character)

· Shekinah Glory – indwelling presence of God

· Christological – study of the nature of Jesus Christ

· Synoptic Gospels – first three gospels: similar in nature and content

