Sunday school – 09/27/09

John 14

1. Concerning heaven

a. V1 is in response to the betrayal at the end of chapter 13, including Peter’s denial and not being able to follow Jesus where He is going—under these circumstances, Jesus tells them to have faith

b. V2 many rooms indicate there will be plenty of room for Jesus’ disciples

c. V3 ‘I will come again’ – most likely relates to the second coming, but some have indicated it could also be Pentecost or the coming of Jesus at the death of a believer

d. V5 Thomas has a very logical question – if they don’t know where He is going and He must take them there, how do they know they way?

e. V6 Jesus famous response refers in some respects back to the use of Logos in John chapter 1

f. V7 some translations indicate the disciples did not really know Jesus, but the rest of the verse suggests otherwise. 

i. Key point: those who know Jesus know the Father – God made himself known in Jesus; to some degree, Jewish teaching indicated that you could not fully know God, but Jesus changed that

g. V11 at least believe in the works (not miracles), to Jesus they are works and they are a testament

h. V12 relates to the worldwide spread of Christianity – Pentecost more became believers than during Jesus’ entire earthly ministry

i. Note the link between V12 & Vs13-14–only through Jesus via prayer will we do greater things

ii. The greater things can only be done because Jesus is going to the Father

i. Connection between love and obedience is stressed twice, in verses 15 & 21

i. Not slavery but a willing conformity – certainly different than Mosaic law

2. Jesus promises the Holy Spirit

a. Notice that the word ‘love’ is used many times in the next few verses – has an ethical aspect-it is practical not some abstract emotion (DISCUSSION POINT?)

b. Helper/Counselor/Advocate – one called alongside to help; often referred to as a legal advocate

c. Same wording between Jesus & the Father, and the Holy Spirit

i. Spirit of truth (17) ( I am the way and the truth (6)

ii. You know him (17) ( know both Jesus and the Father (6)

iii. He dwells with you (17) ( Father who dwells in me

d. V18 Jesus calls them orphans (children) and says He will return, likely after the resurrection

e. Look at the question by Judas (not Iscariot) in verse 22  and compare it with Jesus’ answer in 23-4

i. Love ( keep word ( Father come to him (not love will not keep word)

ii. Word is from the Father

f. V26 provides the understanding of John’s inspired message ( the Gospel must be based on the divine inspiration of Holy Spirit (remind them); Holy Spirit is first of all holy-its character mattered most

g. Promise of peace is in line with v1 and here is seen as a farewell message (often used as a greeting)

i. Peace = right relationship with God (Hebrew); lack of strife (Greeks & us)

ii. It is a peace that has been put to the test

iii. It is different than the world

iv. Same as Phil 4:7 – peace of God which transcends all understanding

h. Verse 28

i. should rejoice at His death and return to the Father

ii. Father is greater than Jesus because of Jesus’ earthly mission, but that will change when He returns to the Father

i. V29 is very similar to 13:19

j. V30 – not sure what is meant by I will not longer talk with you…does this take place near the very end of His life or will the rest of His discourse either not include the disciples or be more open

k. V30 remember that Satan is not omnipotent or omnipresent like God  - he does come and Jesus makes it clear that he plays an active role in the crucifixion and ultimately his destruction

