Sunday school – 09/13/09

John 12
1. Devotion of Mary

a. Six days before Passover may have represented six days recorded at commencement of ministry

b. The nard or perfume was very expensive – a year’s wages

c. Washing of the feet as we will see Jesus do in Chapter 13 and one of the lowest, most humble stations in life

i. Not the same as Luke 7:36-50 but likely the same as Mark 14:1-11 and Matthew 26:6-13

ii. Woman described as sinful and penitent in Mark

d. Most likely took place at someone else’s house because it mentions Lazarus as reclining

e. Description of Judas in line with his character in the Synoptic Gospels – greed, covetousness and dishonest

i. See that Judas was likely the treasurer and stole from the group

ii. Matthew and Mark indicate that Judas went to the Pharisees very soon after this event

f. The remark about His burial is odd because usually this was done for festivities

2. Contrast the reaction of the people with the Pharisees in verses 9-11 – Lazarus lives vs. killing Lazarus

3. Entry into Jerusalem

a. Using palm branches originated at the Feast of Tabernacles but was used in other feasts also

b. Waving palm branches was a sign of honor for a victorious person (Revelation 7:9)

c. Hosanna refers to Psalm 118:25-6 – King of Israel = Messianic significance
d. Zachariah 9:9 regards the entry on a donkey

e. Verses 17-18 have two crowds, one that saw Lazarus raised and one who had heard (also likely different than verse 9 where they were clearly against Jesus)

f. The Pharisees believe it may be too late and too difficult to kill Jesus now that the crowds are with him

4. The teaching

i. The Greeks may have known Philip from Bethsaida, near Decapolis (Jordan) where Greeks lived

ii. Potentially “God-fearers” – people attracted by morals & monotheism but not circumcision

b. Verse 24 is probably in reference to His death and resurrection (truth that we must die to live)

c. Contrast verse 23, which they probably interpreted as His triumphal entrance, with verse 27

i. He has a choice of two prayers: first similar to one at Garden of Gethsemane and the other is a common theme, reinforced by a voice from Heaven

ii. Some heard a loud boom like thunder while others simply heard something from Heaven

iii. Then Jesus explains what it was (another indication He was God’s Son as He alone understood it)

d. Verse 31 is a bit confusing:

i. Now represents the commencement of the ‘hour’

ii. The cross is both judgment and using Satan’s means to defeat him (lifted up refers to the cross)

iii. Draw all men may refer to ethnic groups rather than every individual (back to Greeks) and that all who are saved are saved in this way

e. The crowd is confused (not unusual) as to whether the Son of Man and the Messiah are the same – remember that the Messiah was an everlasting king; Jesus once again contrasts light and darkness

i. One cannot be a follower of Jesus, the light of the world, and be half-hearted about the light

ii. The light must be more around faith, since Jesus then went and hid himself

5. Continuing unbelief

a. John refers to Isaiah 53:1 as OT prophecy

b. Next reference to Isaiah 6:9-10 – there are people that will hear but never believe (God’s sovereignty)

c. Two potential meanings of verse 41: Isaiah, as a suffering servant, was a precursor to Christ; or that Isaiah somehow saw God’s glory through Jesus – the former is preferred because the latter presupposes Jesus’ role in the OT prophets (ultimately, he spoke about Jesus in some way)

d. Verse 42 indicates that many people, including Pharisees, were trying to follow Jesus in secret, but Jesus rebukes them in v43

e. Verses 44 – 50 is a final summary of His ministry before He devotes Himself to His disciples

i. Theme 1: Need for faith; connection with One who sent Him; Jesus as light & contrast with darkness

ii. Theme2:  Judgment – Jesus didn’t come to judge but His words judge (word refers back to John 1)

iii. Theme 3: mission from God and eternal life

f. Finishes his public ministry in verses 49-50 by once again connecting His life with God the Father
Critical words to define:

· Messianic Feast – banquet in heaven

· Divine – relating to or proceeding directly from God; Deity – being God

· Grace – kindness of master (God) to slave (man); affords joy, pleasure, delight, loveliness, etc.; unmerited kindness or favor

· Truth – consistency of statements and correspondence with facts of reality

· Messiah – the anointed one, often used in OT for high priest or king

· Christ – the one who is anointed (Messiah)

· Glory – weight or worth of something (worthiness of God and His character); Shekinah Glory – indwelling presence of God

