Sunday school – 09/06/09

John 11

1. The death of Lazarus

a. Only account in the Bible (not in Synoptic Gospels)

b. The story of Mary anointing Jesus does not occur until Chapter 12 – may have been a well known story or may have expected people to read the Gospel multiple times

c. Verses 3 & 5 – Jesus loved the family, including Lazarus (but they do not ask him to come – for His safety)

d. Verse 5: therefore, he waited – it was likely that Lazarus was already dead (died shortly after the messengers left (1 day for message, 2 days waiting, 1 day’s journey)

i. Jesus would go to Bethany in God’s timing

e. Read v9 – does not seem to relate to the problem in v8: hours of the day are not affected by circumstances and his hour, the twelfth hour, had not come (day divided into 2 - 12 hour days)

i. Light – unerring progress of Jesus

ii. Darkness – stumbling of the Jews to kill him

f. Confusion about falling asleep – disciples saw sleep as a step toward recovery

i. After Jesus, Christian’s death known as ‘sleep’, indicating the temporary nature

ii. Jesus saw this as a teaching moment for the disciples suggesting their faith needed to grow

iii. Thomas, the doubter, says that we must go and die (show’s his faith & courage)

g. Mary & Martha

i. Martha, a woman of action, rushes out to meet Jesus

ii. Mary & Martha’s words are identical in verses 21 & 32

1. Verse 25: ‘I am’ resurrection and life – they are both related

2. Martha responds by stating her faith in who He is (very strong conviction & understanding)

3. However, when Jesus raises Lazarus, Martha complains about the smell (v39)

iii. Mary falls down at Jesus’ feet and says the same thing as Martha

1. Jesus wept (v35) – shortest verse; very quiet sorrow

2. Jesus was deeply moved in spirit and troubled – deeply moved implies anger and indignation, perhaps even outrage

a. Possibly at the sin that leads to death

b. Most likely it as something to do with the contrast between his impending death brought about by many of the Jews who were now weeping for Lazarus

2. Raising of Lazarus

a. Very simple event

b. Note the reactions of the people

i. some believed

ii. others reported the incident to the authorities

c. The Pharisees fear the Romans most – it’s a political issue

d. Verse 50, obviously Caiaphas does not see Jesus’ redeeming work but rather an easy solution to a difficult problem (Jesus’ followers, idea of Kingship, the Romans & the fear of the Jews losing what power they had)

i. Caiaphas is rude and very condescending

ii. God clearly spoke through Caiaphas (prophesied)

iii. Note what Caiaphas predicts: die for the nation and gather all those that God had scattered

iv. It was on that day the Jews decided to kill Jesus (often killed the innocent for the sake of the nation)

Critical words to define:

· Messianic Feast – banquet in heaven

· Divine – relating to or proceeding directly from God; Deity – being God

· Grace – kindness of master (God) to slave (man); affords joy, pleasure, delight, loveliness, etc.; unmerited kindness or favor

· Truth – consistency of statements and correspondence with facts of reality

· Messiah – the anointed one, often used in OT for high priest or king

· Christ – the one who is anointed (Messiah)

· Glory – weight or worth of something (worthiness of God and His character); Shekinah Glory – indwelling presence of God

