Jeremiah (Warnings Against Sin and Judgment)

Introduction:  

Long Career as a Prophet.  From 627 to 585 B.C. 

Witnessed destruction of Judah, Jerusalem, and was never well received.  Rejected throughout ministry despite fulfilled prophecies.  

Author: 


A.
The author was "Jeremiah son of Hilkiah" (1)


B.
Jeremiah was commanded to write down the words which the Lord had given to him (36:1-3)


C.
Jeremiah used a scribe named Baruch the son of Neriah to write down his dictation (36:4)


D.
The scroll was read before king Jehoiakim and destroyed by him, but another scroll was made through 

Baruch the son of Neraiah (36:32)

The Life of Jeremiah: 


A.
Ministry under Josiah:



1.
Jeremiah began his ministry at about age twenty in the thirteenth year of Josiah (626 B.C.)



2.
He was of a priestly family (living in Anathoth about three miles NE of Jerusalem) and came to 


Jerusalem for the annual feasts



3.
He may have been well off financially since he bought the estate of his bankrupt kinsman without 


difficulty



4.
Josiah offered protection to Jeremiah and good relations


B.
Ministry after Josiah's Death:



1.
Jeremiah was persecuted by the rise of an idolatrous faction in Judah



2.
Jeremiah was still protected some by god-fearing elders and princes after his messages against 


the nation in 7-10



3.
When Jeremiah was forbidden to enter the temple precinct, he sent Baruch as his spokesman to 


proclaim prophecies which he dictated to him



4.
King Jehoiakim destroyed Jeremiah's dictated prophecies



5.
King Zedekiah allowed the nobles to arrest Jeremiah as a traitor urging the nation to submit to 


Babylon



6.
King Zedekiah was also fearful of Jeremiah because of the fulfillment of his past prediction 


concerning the Chaldean invasion of 598 so he rescued him and kept him safely hidden 



until the fall of Jerusalem


C.
Ministry after the Fall of Jerusalem:



1.
Although Jeremiah was offered a place of honor by the Babylonians for urging the Jews to 


submit to them, he chose to stay with his people in Palestine and minister to those who remained 


after the deportation



2.
After the murder of Gedaliah he was taken off to Egypt by fugitive, remnant Jews who refused to 


experience Nebuchadnezzar's reprisal



3.
Jeremiah lived a few years in Egypt and then died there

Date: 627/26 until shortly after 586 [582?]


A.
Jeremiah was commanded by God to write down all the words which He had spoken to him in the fourth 

year of Jehoiakim, son of Josiah (605 B.C.) 36:1-3


B.
Jeremiah's call came in 627/26 B.C. two years after the young king Josiah reached the age of twenty (626 

B.C.) and in the same year that Assyria's last great king, Ashurbanipal, died leading to the establishment 

of an independent Babylonian state which would grow to overtake Judah


C.
After the death of Josiah his sons ended his religious reforms, plotted against Babylon and were finally 

defeated in the destruction of Jerusalem in 586 B.C.



1.
The second deportation occurred in 597 under Jehoiakim's rebellion; included in this deportation 


were Jehoiachin (Jehoiakim's son) and the prophet Ezekiel



2.
The third deportation occurred in 586 under Zedekiah's rebellion with the fall of Jerusalem. 


Jeremiah prophesied between 597 and 586 that this further judgment was coming upon the 


people, but they refused to believe him and submit themselves to God's plan


D.
Although Jeremiah was offered a place of honor by the Babylonians for urging the Jews to submit to them, 

he chose to stay with his people in Palestine and minister to those who remained after the deportation



After the murder of Gedaliah, Jeremiah was taken off to Egypt by fugitive, remnant Jews who refused to 

experience Nebuchadnezzar's reprisal



Jeremiah lived a few years in Egypt and then died there.

Historical Background:


A.
Josiah brought about the final spiritual revival for Judah when he came to the throne in 622 B.C.


B.
The Assyrian Empire Fell



1.
Esarhaddon's son, Ashurbanipal (669-631) ruled much of the upper Egyptian city of Thebes, but 


his decline and that of Assyria's soon followed



2.
Nineveh, the capital, was destroyed in 612 B.C.



3.
Assyria's army was defeated in 609 B.C. at Haran



4.
What was left of Assyria's army went to Carchemish (just west of the Euphrates River and north 


of Aram)


C.
The Neo-Babylonian Empire Arose



1.
Merodach Baladan was a Chaldean and father of Nabopolassar and grandfather of 



Nebuchadnezzar. Merodach Baladan sent ambassadors to Hezekiah (Isa 39; 2 Ki 20:12-19)



2.
In October 626 B.C. Nabopolassar defeated the Assyrians outside of Babylon 



3.
In 616 B.C. Nabopolassar expanded his kingdom, and in 612 B.C. he joined with the Medes and 


destroyed Nineveh


D.
A Realignment of Power in 609 B.C. and later



1.
Judah: When Assyria fell and Babylon arose, Judah, under Josiah, removed itself from Assyria's 


control and existed as an autonomous state until 609 B.C. when it lost a battle with Egypt on the 


plain of Megiddo



2.
Egypt:




a.
Attempted to expand its presence into Palestine with Assyria's troubles




b.
Egypt joined with Assyria to fight the Babylonians at Haran





1)
Judah tried to stop Egypt's (Pharaoh Neco II) alliance but was defeated on the 




plain of Megiddo with the loss of their king, Josiah (cf. 2 Chron 35:20-24)





2)
The Assyrians lost their battle with Babylon (even with the help of Egypt) and 




disappeared as a power in the world, and Egypt retreated to Carchemish as 




the dividing line between Egypt and Babylonian





3)
Egypt ruled Judah:






a)
Egypt (Necho) replaced Josiah's son, Jehoahaz, after three months 





with Jehoiakim (who was another son of Josiah) as a vassal king (2 Ki 





23:34-35)






b)
Egypt (Necho) plundered Judah's treasuries






c)
Egypt (Necho) took Jehoahaz into captivity in Egypt


E.
In 605 B.C. other changes of power occurred:



1.
Nebuchadnezzar defeated the Egyptians at Carchemish



2.
Judah's king, Jehoiakim, changed his loyalty to the Babylonians rather than the Egyptians and 


became Nebuchadnezzar's vassal king (2 Ki. 24:1)



3.
Nebuchadnezzar had to return to Babylon with the death of his father, Nebopolassar 



4.
Nebuchadnezzar solidified his rule by appointing vassal kings and taking hostages; Daniel was 


taken as a part of this deportation (Dan 1:1-6)


F.
In 601 Egypt defeated the Babylonians



1.
Judah's king, Jehoiakim, switched loyalty from Babylonia to the Egyptians (2 Ki 24:1)



2.
On December of 598 Babylonia made an attack on Jerusalem leading to Jehoiakim's death and 


the surrender of the city by his successor, Jehoiachin, in March of 597



3.
Nebuchadnezzar, replaced Jehoiachin after only three months of reign, deported him and 10,000 


other leaders from the city, looted the city, and placed Zedekiah Judah's vassal king (cf. 2 Ki 


24:12-16)


G.
Zedekiah was a weak king who repeated the errors of those before him; he was convinced by Egypt to 

with a coalition of other states (Tyre and Ammon) against Babylon (588 B.C. against the advise 


of Jeremiah) and Nebuchadnezzar  destroyed Jerusalem in 586 B.C.

Purposes:


A.
To warn of impending judgment for Judah


B.
To exhort people (and specifically Judah) to repentance and the obedience of YHWH's word


C.
To suspend judgment by confronting Judah's response to her final warnings and pleas for repentance


D.
To predict, warn, and historically record the fall and hope of Jerusalem, as well as, its surrounding nations 

due to their disobedience to Yahweh's word

Title of the Book:  The book takes its name from it author, Jeremiah.  The meaning of his name is uncertain. Suggestions include “The LORD exalts” and “The LORD establishes,” but a more likely proposal is “The LORD throws,” either in the sense of “hurling” the prophet into a hostile world or of “throwing down” the nations in divine judgment for their sins.

Key Words or Ideas:  Judah’s last hour in view of backsliding and unfaithfulness. There are more references to Babylon in Jeremiah (164) than in all the rest of the Bible together.

Key Verses:  1:4-10, 7:23-24, 8:11-12. 

Key Chapters:  In keeping with the suffering Jeremiah experienced, chapter 1 is surely a key chapter in that it records the call of the prophet. Then chapter 23 is key in that it gives the prophecy of the Messiah, the righteous branch who is seen in contrast to the wicked shepherds and lying prophets described in this same chapter. Twenty-four is another important chapter because it prophecies the Babylonian captivity which will last for seventy years. Finally, chapters 31-32 are key in that they speak of restoration, the New Covenant when the Lord will “Put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; …” (31:33)

Key People:  Jeremiah

Christ as seen in Jeremiah:  Many pictures of Christ are seen in Jeremiah: He is portrayed as the fountain of living waters (2:13; cf. John 4:14), the balm of Gilead (8:22), the Good Shepherd (23:4), a Righteous Branch (23:5), and the Lord our Righteousness (23:6). He is seen as the one who will bring in the New Covenant (31:31-34).

Another prophecy in Jeremiah has significant Messianic implications. The curse on Jehoiachin meant that no physical descendant would succeed him to the throne (22:28-30). Matthew 1:1-17 traces the genealogy of Christ through Solomon and Jeconiah to His legal (but not His physical) father Joseph. But no son of Joseph could sit upon the throne of David, for he would be under the curse of Jehoiachin. Luke 3:23-38 traces Christ’s lineage backward from Mary (His physical parent) through David’s other son Nathan (Luke 3:31), thereby avoiding the curse. The Righteous Branch will indeed reign on the throne of David.

Outline:  Jeremiah is not ordered chronologically but thematically.  

I. Jeremiah’s Call and Commission (1:1-19) 


A. The Call  (1:1-10) 


B. The Confirmation of the Call (1:11-19) 

II. Prophecies to Judah (2:1-45:5)


A. The Condemnation of Judah (2:1-25:38)


B. The Conflicts of Jeremiah (26:1-29:32)



1. Judah’s Reaction to Jeremiah’s Ministry (26:1-24) 



2. Judah’s Advice from Jeremiah: Submit to Nebuchadnezzar (27:1-29:32)


C. Judah’s Hope of Restoration (30:1-33:26) 


D. Events Before the Fall of Jerusalem (34:1-38:28) 


E. The Fall of Jerusalem (39:1-18) 


F. Events After the Fall of Jerusalem (40:1-45:5) 

III. Prophecies to the Gentiles (46:1-51:64) 

IV.  Historical Supplement (52:1-34) 


A. The Fate of Jerusalem (52:1-23) 


B. The Fate of Certain People  (52:24-34)

Opposition:

A. From False Prophets (Jeremiah 28)

B. From Government

C. From Priests 

D. From People In General

Parabolic Act:  Teaching Example

Wearing of wooden yoke (27) 

Hananiah breaks yoke (28)

Lamentations (A River of Tears)

Historical Background:  Siege of Jerusalem 588-586 B.C. (2 Kings 24-25, 2 Chronicles 36, Jeremiah 39:1-18)

Destruction of walls, burning of city, killing of leadership, looting of temple, exile of people.

Author:  The author of Lamentations is unnamed in the book, but two lines of evidence favor Jeremiah as the author.

External Evidence: The consensus of Jewish tradition attribute the book to Jeremiah. 

Internal Evidence:  Eyewitness to fall of Jerusalem.  Further, there are a number of similarities between the books of Jeremiah and Lamentations (e.g., the phrase “daughter of” occurs about 20 times in each book). 

Date:  586 or 585 B.C.  Since the book was written soon after Jerusalem’s destruction which was completed in 586, the earliest possible date for the book is 586 B.C. 

Title of the Book:  The Hebrew title of the book is‚ “How … !”, the first word found in 1:1, 2:1; and 4:1. Because of its subject matter, the book is also referred to in Jewish tradition as, “Lamentations,” which is the title given to it in the Greek Septuagint and Latin Vulgate.

Theme and Purpose:  The primary theme of the book is a lament or mourning over the woes that had fallen on sinful Judah and the pitiable destruction of the holy city and the temple. God’s promised judgment for Judah’s sin has come. A second theme flows out of this of judgment for sin. Thus the prophet appeals to the chastened nation that they recognize God was just and righteous in His dealings with them, and that they cast themselves upon His mercy in a spirit of repentance. 

Yahweh has poured out His wrath, but in His mercy He will be faithful to His covenant promises. “Though the Lord’s mercies we are not consumed, because His compassions fail not. They are new every morning; great is Your faithfulness” (3:22-23).

The special contribution of the prophet Jeremiah as seen in Jeremiah and Lamentations can be observed by a comparison of these two books:
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Key Word:  In view of the theme and nature of the book, the key word is mourning or lamentations.

Key Verses:  2:5-6, 3:21-24. 

Key Chapters:  Chapter 3 stands as a pinnacle in the midst of the other chapters of ruin and destruction for here the author expresses his faith and hope in God’s mercy who will not reject His people forever.

Christ as seen in Lamentations:  Lamentations includes two elements that portray the Savior: (1) It portrays Him as the Man of Sorrows who was acquainted with grief, who was afflicted, despised, and scorned by His enemies (cf. 1:12; 3:19: 2:15-16; 3:14, 30). (2) Jeremiah’s weeping over the destruction of Jerusalem is perhaps also a picture of Christ who wept over Jerusalem (see Matt. 23:37-38).

Outline:

I. The Destruction of Jerusalem (1:1-22)


A. The Lament of the Prophet (1:1-11) 


B. The Lament of the City of Jerusalem (1:12-22)

II. The Lord’s Anger Against His People (2:1-22)


A. The Anger of God (2:1-10)


B. The Author’s Lament (2:11-22)

III. The Distraught Prophet (3:1-66)


A. His Lament (3:1-18) 


B. His Hope (3:19-42)


C. His Suffering (3:43-54)


D. His Prayer (3:55-66)

IV. The Defeated People of Jerusalem (4:1-22)


A. The Siege of the City (4:1-12)


B. The Reasons for the Siege (4:13-20)


C. The Hope for the Future (4:21-22)

V. The Prayer for Restoration (5:1-22)


A. Confession (5:1-18)


B. Petition (5:19-22)

Structure:

A.  Acrostic

Part of the form is acrostic. What is acrostic? It is doing things alphabetically, it is going through the alphabet on any particular subject or topic and this is employed to heighten the lament. 

Why that format? First, the enumeration that I talked about, the controlled grief, but also, what is a tragedy? A tragedy is something that starts out a certain way and ends up worse. A tragedy is a downhill thing where the end is worse than the beginning. Even the Hebrew structure conveys that. 

B.  Chiastic

In addition, there is a chiastic structure. We have mentioned the term chiastic before. This is the kind of structure that is concentric. The first and the last elements tend to be the same; the next to the first and the next to the last tend to correspond in some special way; then the next and the next and so on until you get to the middle, whatever it is. In this case, it turns out that chapters 1 and 5 are summary depictions of the disaster, chapters 2 and 4 are more explicit, focused with detail on the grimmest, chapter 3, highly intense in subject manner.  

Function in the Bible:

Why write a book that describes all those miseries? Why take the six-part lament form and put it into a giant, great big format that is the biggest lament anywhere in the Bible by far? 

A. Theodicy

Theodicy is an explanation of why what God does is right. Theodicy means literally a God vindication.  One of its purposes is to say to people, "It does make sense that all these thousands and thousands of people have been captured, decimated and deported.  God knows what He is doing; He is not just watching while tragedy occurs".  It answers, also, the great question, "What is the meaning of this horrible tragedy?" The answer is- it is all part of what God said He would do; it is all part of His covenant and He has not abandoned His love. He has not given up on His people. His plan is not over. 

It also goes on to answer the people’s own question. "What do we do now? Do we still have a relationship to God? What does the future hold?" 

It also addresses the idea that the prophetic word of doom, that all of the pre-exilic prophets preached, has come true.  

B. God Has Not Failed

There is also, however, a call to remain loyal after the tragedy and not to assume that God has failed.  He has accomplished what He set out to accomplish. His purposes have been met. It is, also, important to appreciate that sin has an awful fate, punishment for sin is always deserved, grace and salvation are never deserved. 

C. Need to Move On

People now need to accept the fact that the seventy years of exile have begun.  People need to move on now. 

1. From Israel to Judaism

They need to move on from Israel to Judaism. The terminology is: Israelite in the early period, modern-day, Israeli, in between, Jew.  

2. From Old Covenant Confidence to New Covenant Hope

There must be now a hope for something special and different, not just going back to the old way that leads to destruction but something new. 

3. From Corporate to Individual Responsibility

People have to now realize that there is not a nation of Israel to be judged anymore, there is a people, Israel, but the responsibility for the endurance of that people is partly placed on every individual. You have more and more individual responsibility to please God and to keep His law rather than a sense of corporate responsibility. Both are still around but there certainly is a transition from one emphasis to another. 

