I & II Samuel

Author:  Unknown.  

Date:
The textual clues seem to place the writing of the book sometime during the divided monarchy and yet before the fall of the northern kingdom.

1. Israel and Judah are distinguished (11:8; 17:52; 18:16)

2. Ziklag, the city of Philistia where David is sent by Achish, is described as belonging “to the kings of Judah to this day” (27:6).  This not only speaks of a time after the divided monarchy, but of a time when there had been “kings” in Judah.

3. However, there does not seem to be any indication in the text that the northern kingdom had fallen

4. Therefore, it seems best to place the writing of Samuel sometime after the divided monarchy (931 B.C.) but before the fall of Samaria (722/21 B.C.).

Purpose:

1. In view of the prophetic tone and the time period of the divided monarchy, it seems very possible that Samuel was written to historically instruct the kings of Israel and Judah to cease placing their confidence in the natural strength of their military, possessions, and even alliances (as the prophets so often proclaimed), and to trust in YHWH who has raised up over the nation all of those before them and disposed of those who continued to trust in their own strength

2. Through the selected, vivid examples of history, the writer was predicting a similar path for the nation in his day.  To trust in natural strength would lead to a fall while trust in YHWH would lead to victory over the enemies which surrounded them

Theology of I Samuel:

1. His Names:

a. Just as the message of the book is contained in seed form within the first two chapters of First Samuel, so is the writer’s theology of God seen in the revelation provided through the use of His names

b. Within the first chapter God is presented as:


1) The Lord of Hosts (1:3, 11) 


2) YHWH (1:12, 14, 19, 20, 21, 26, 28) 


3) The God of Israel (1:17) 

c. All of these titles portray ways in which He will demonstrate Himself to resolve the tensions of His people in battle, in covenant relationship, and as Ruler of the nation.

d. However, there are some workings of the Lord which are not in agreement with what might be expected when these titles are employed.


1) The Lord of Hosts is brought into the battle against the Philistines but does not 
defeat the enemy because He is being treated as a magical weapon by the nation and 
its profane priests, Hophni and Phinehas (4:4ff.) 


2) YHWH remembers Hannah (and thus the Nation) by providing a child in answer to 
her earnest prayer (1:19), and yet it is He who defeats Israel before the Philistines (4:3)


3) Nevertheless, it is the “ark of YHWH” who, while in captivity, defeats the pagan god 
Dagon (4:3-4), and YHWH as well as “The God of Israel” who brings about plagues 
upon the Philistines (4:6-11) 

e. The key to the significance of these titles for God is in the “purpose of God” which is being expressed in each incident:


1) While YHWH is the covenant God of the Exodus, the Lord of Hosts would be 
expected to defeat the enemies of Israel, and the god of Israel would be thought of as 
the One who cares for the nation’s well being (10:18), the expression of all of these 
acts may at times involve the downfall of the nation and even the placement of Israel 
into a relationship with the Lord that may appear to be distant.


2) All of this is because YHWH is still aligning Himself with the nation but with the 
purpose of increasing their dependence upon Him so that He might work out His 
covenant promises within the context of obedience (cf. 12:22-25). 


3) Therefore, even though the glory has seemingly departed form Israel with the 
capture of the Ark, it can be seen to be fighting the Philistines all of the while it is in 
their land (cf. 5:6, 11; 6:5). 


4) Nevertheless, it is YHWH who strikes down the irreverent men of Israel when the 
Ark is returned to the nation (6:19-21). 

2. God’s Reversal of the Natural:
From Hannah to the death of Saul there is a proclamation that the Lord reverses the natural order of life to exalt His people from the hand of evil as they place their trust in Him.

a. Hannah is exalted over the ridicule of barrenness and Peninnah (1)

b. Hannah's song of praise regarding Samuel's birth (2)

c. Samuel is exalted over Eli and his wicked sons 

d. The Philistines are exalted over Israel (4)

e. Dagon, is made low by the Ark of YHWH (5)

f. Israel defeats the superior Philistines (7)

g. Saul, through insignificant and fearful, is exalted to king of Israel (9-11)

h. Jonathan, though the son of Saul, is exalted over his father in battle, wisdom (13-14)

i. Saul, though the king of Israel, is made low by Samuel the prophet (15). 

j. David, though the youngest of the house of Jesse is exalted to the position of king (16).

k. David, though only a shepherd boy is exalted over the mighty Goliath (17). 

l. David, is exalted over the might of Saul As YHWH foils Saul’s natural plans (17-30)

m. Saul, the king of Israel, dies and is mocked by the Philistines at Gilboa (31).

3. YHWH as the Ruler of Israel:
YHWH is the One who holds the life of the nation in His hand:

a. He provides life in barrenness (1)

b. It is He who determines the continued leadership of the nation (2:29-4)

c. He chooses to deliver the nation through Saul (9-1), Jonathan (13-14), and then David (17; 27; 30)

d. He allows for a king but demands that both the nation and her king must fear and serve Him in order to obtain life (12:19-25).

e. He is the one who either delivers the nation into the hands of their enemies or provides for its deliverance (f. 4:3 with 7:9-13; 11:13; 14:6-10; 17:46; 28:19).

f. It is He who knows the heart of his people.

g. Therefore He is the one to be served, feared and trusted.

The Institution of the Monarchy:

1. The human king was supposed to be a representative of YHWH their divine king 

2. The people did not seem to understand this (I Samuel 8:7).
3. The people seemed to assume that they were being oppressed because they had no king rather than because of their own evil.  Having a king would not resolve their difficulties. It would only increase them:

a. They lost their freedoms with the centralization of power in a king (8:11-13).  Their sons and daughters would serve the king’s interests.  The king would take the best.

b. The king and his court created an elite class since they lived off of the people.  Before this the people lived in social equality.

4. Even though the people’s choice of a king was evil, YHWH acted for the good of Israel and Himself:

a. He used Saul to bring temporary deliverance for Israel as He had other judges

b. He used Saul to effect repentance among his people (I Samuel 12:19)

c. He used Saul to expose Israel to the consequences of a weak king (15)

d. He used Saul to prepare Israel for God’s ultimate solution--Messiah

It is significant that the kings are no different than the judges who preceded them in terms of their evil! Messiah will be Israel’s only hope!

Structure:

A. The Hebrew bible regarded 1 and 2 Samuel as two volumes of a single book

B. When one considers that 1 and 2 Samuel were regarded as two volumes of a single book in the Hebrew Bible, one may consider their outline to be continuous:

1. The career of Samuel and the deliverance from Philistia: (I Sam.1:1--7:17)

2. The rise of King Saul: (I Sam. 8:1--15:35)

3. The decline of Saul and the rise of David: (I Sam. 16:1--31:13)

4. David’s career as King over Judah and all Israel: (II Sam. 1:1--14:33)

5. The Closing phase of David’s Reign: (II Sam. 15:1--24:25)

Theology of II Samuel:

A. God is gracious:

1. This is not because man demonstrates love toward God, but in spite of man’s disobedience.

2. He raises David to king (7:9, 19)

3. He forgives David of his evil of adultery and premeditated murder 

4. He suspends judgment before the angel attacks Jerusalem (24)

B. God is Judicious:

1. God brings Saul’s evil upon his family.

2. God brings David’s evil upon his family.

3. Although spiritual forgiveness is provided, the consequences of evil are still felt.

C. God is Sovereign:

1. YHWH will be the one who will bring David’s rule into being (2:1-2)

2. The Lord rejected Saul’s line (perhaps including the barrenness of Michal) 6:16, 20-23.

3. David considers the verbal abuse of Shimei (16:5-14) to possibly be of God’s sovereignty (16:10)

Themes

1. Continuation of God's Plan of Redemption

2. Need to Change From Judges to Monarchy

3. Danger From the Philistines

4. Saul's Tragic Reign

5. Hopeful Rise of David

6. God's Protection of His People

7. Need for a Good King

8. The Messianic "Davidic Covenant"

9. Completion of the Conquest

10. The Choice of Jerusalem

11. Consequences of David's Adultery

12. Rebellions Against David

13. Initial Plans for a Temple

Comparison of David To Saul

Saul
David

Man’s Kind of King
God’s Kind of King

After People’s Praise
After God’s Heart

Rejected
Eternal Kingship

Cruel
Kind & Benevolent

Unforgiving
Forgiving

Tried to Cover-Up His Sin
Repented

Fearful
Courageous

Separated From God
At peace With God

