GENESIS (The Book of Beginnings)
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Name of the Book

The name Genesis is taken from the Septuagint (LXX), the Greek translation of the Old Testament. 

Theme and Purpose 

Even a casual reading of the Book of Genesis reveals the prominence of the theme of blessing and cursing. For obedience and faith, there is blessing as in the Garden of Eden, but for disobedience, there is cursing. The entire book turns on this theme and its opposite, cursing. But perhaps the main theme is the choice of a nation through Abraham and the Abrahamic covenant. Through Abraham God promised to bless the nations (Gen. 12:1-3; 15:1-21).

Key Words 

“Generations” or “account.”

A key word or phrase is “these are the generations of” or “this is the account of.” It is used some eleven times to introduce the reader to the next section which gives the narrative about what happened in connection with the key events and persons of the book from the creation of the heavens and the earth to all the patriarchs of Israel.

Key Idea 

Beginnings: Genesis not only means ‘be​ginning’, but it is the book of beginnings. The book of Genesis gives us our historical point of reference, from which all subsequent revela​tion proceeds. In the book of Genesis all the major themes of the Bible have their origin. It is a book of many beginnings: in it we see the beginning of the universe, of man and woman, of human sin and the fall of the race, the begin​ning of God’s promises of salvation, and the beginning of the nation Israel as the chosen people of God because of God’s special purpose for them as the channel for Messiah and Savior. In Genesis we learn about Adam and Eve, about Satan the tempter, about Noah, the flood, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph and his brothers. But here we also have the beginning of marriage, family, work, sin, murder, capitol punishment, sacrifice, races, languages, civilization, Sabbath, and the first attempt at a united nations. The Bible is, through and through, a historical revelation. It is the account of God’s activity in history. 

Key Chapters

Since the call of Abraham and the promises of blessing to the nations through his seed is the prominent message of Genesis, the key chapters are those relating to the Abrahamic covenant and its reiteration, 12:1-3; 15:1-21; 17:1-9.

Key People

Adam, Eve, Noah, Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Rebekah, Esau, Jacob, Rachel, Joseph.

Christ as Seen in Genesis

Prophetically: Immediately after the fall, the promise of salvation is given in the seed of the woman (3:15), but then the Messianic links are made clear throughout Genesis: the line of Seth (4:25), the offspring of Shem (9:26), the family of Abraham (12:3), the seed of Isaac (26:3), the sons of Jacob (46:3), and the tribe of Judah (49:10).

Typologically: There are several key types that portray the Savior in Genesis.

(1) Adam is a type of Christ (Rom. 5:14). As Adam is the head of the old creation, so Christ is the head of the new spiritual creation.

(2) Melchizedek is also a type of Christ (see Heb. 7:3).

Outline 

The book easily falls into two major sections: Four Events and Four People

I. Four Events (Gen. 1-11).

A. The creation of the world and man (1-2)

B. The corruption of man, the fall (3-5)

C. The destruction of man, the flood (6-9)

D. The dispersion of man, the nations (10-11)

II. Four People: the election of a nation and the preparation for the redeemer (Gen. 12-50)

A. Abraham (the father of faith and of the nation Israel) (12-23)

B. Isaac (the beloved son of promise) (24-26)

C. Jacob (scheming and chastening) (27-36)

D. Joseph (suffering and glory) (37-50)

Key Theology

Gen 12:1-3.  Four promises made with Abraham as part of the covenant.  Rest of Genesis from 12-50 is about how God fulfills (partially) those promises to Abraham and his descendants.  

Promises/Covenant repeated throughout Genesis.  They become amplified or get more specific each time.  Example:  Compare 12:1, 12:7, 13:15, 17:8.  

Five errors on how we handle Gen 1

(1) We have dealt with the creation account according to a scientific grid. Example:  glass window.  Looking through the glass rather then at the glass only.  

(2) We have used the creation account of Genesis as an apologetic, when its primary purpose is not apologetic.  Not for unbelievers, but for people of God.  Genesis more of a declaration than a defense.  

(3) We have attempted to find in Genesis one the answers to mysteries which may or may not be explained elsewhere.  Where does Satan's fall fit into the creation account?

(4) We have failed to study Genesis one in its historical context.  What was the situation at the time of the writing of this creation account? Who received this revelation and what needs were to be met by it? 

(5) We have often failed to apply the first chapter of Genesis one in any way that is relevant to our own spiritual lives. 

Historical Backdrop of Gen 1

“What did this passage mean to those to whom it was originally given?”  The Bible speaks to men in specific situations and with particular needs. 

Contemporaries of Israelites:

1.  Every nation had its own creation accounts.  Genesis was 'competing' against other accounts.

2.  Remarkable similarities between these pagan accounts.  Three features always present:  A) a repressive monster restraining creation, B) the defeat of the monster by the heroic god who thereby releases the forces essential for life, and C) the hero’s final control over these forces. 

3.  Similarities between Genesis and these accounts:  use of same/similar terms (Leviathan, man-headed sea monster), similar literary form, parallel sequence of events at creation.  

4.  Creation accounts used as basis of religious observance, not for a love of ancient history.  Gods of nature worshiped/appeased by reenacting creation myths to ensure survival/flourishing of agricultural societies.  Nations' social and religious life based on their origins.  

The Meaning of Creation for the Israelites of Old

The initial purpose of this account was for the Israelites of Moses’ day. What should they have learned? How should they have responded? 

(1) The creation account of Genesis was a corrective to the corrupted cosmogonies of their day.  Israel affected by her neighbor's beliefs.  God is not one of many.  Yahweh is God alone.  He is the Creator of heaven and earth. He is not merely superior to the gods of the surrounding nations; He alone is God.  He is God of creation, not just God in creation.  

(2) The creation account describes the character and attributes of God.   


-God is sovereign and all-powerful.  No creation struggle in Gen 1.  No opposing forces to be overcome.  Order, progress, design.


-God is no mere force, but a Person.  He is no distant cosmic force, but a personal ever-present God.  We are created in His image.  Our personhood is a shadow of God's.  

(3) God is eternal.  Other accounts are erroneous or vague about the origins of their gods.  God of Genesis is eternal.  Creation account describes his activity from the beginning of time.

(4) God is good.  Creation was good.  Moral universe.  God's goodness is reflected in His creation, which in its original state, was good.    

Meaning of Creation for All Men 

Men should submit to the God of creation in fear and obedience.

Psalm 33:6-9, 104:1-9

Men should trust in the God of creation, to provide their every need.

Genesis 14:17-24, Colossians 1:16-17

Men should be humbled by the wisdom of God.

Job 38:1-7, Psalm 8:3-5

Man should find comfort in times of trouble, knowing that the creator is willing to deliver him.

I Peter 4:19, Isaiah 40:27-31

Man should praise the God of creation.  

Psalm 148:1-6, 95:6

