EZEKIEL (They Shall Know That I Am Yahweh)

Overview:

It is a big book. It is one of the Major Prophets. It is forty-eight chapters. 

1. Fall of Jerusalem 

2. Oracles Against Foreign Nations

3. New Jerusalem and New Temple.  
Author:  The author is Ezekiel the priest, son of Buzi, who received his call as a prophet while in exile in Babylon (1:1-3). His ministry as a prophet demonstrates a priestly focus with his concern for the temple, priesthood, sacrifices, and the shekinah glory of God. What is known of Ezekiel is derived entirely from the book of Ezekiel itself. He was married (see 24:15-18), lived in a house of his own (cf. 3:24; 8:1) and, along with his fellow exiles, had a relatively free existence.

Ezekiel was one of those deported during this second deportation (597 B.C.).  That deportation was focused on two general populaces-one was the leadership-political, military and religious leaders.  Second-taking of craftsman and smiths-those who have particular skills.  Nebu became king in 605 and was trying to make Babylon become Babylon the great.  He needs skilled labors from all over.  Ezekiel was in the first group since he was of the priestly stock. He would begin his prophetic ministry five years later (Ezk 1:2; 8:1 etc.)  Was contemporary of Jeremiah even though was 900 miles apart  (Jer in Egypt, Eze in Babylon).  

Ezekiel is THE book of the exile. Ezekiel's ministry was to the people of exile.  8:1 “sat in my house...sitting before me”. This also means he took Jer's message seriously in Jer 29 about settling down.  Elders sitting before me suggests religious freedom and could be beginning of synagogue movement.  

Date: 593-571 B.C.

The book of Ezekiel contains many dates so that its prophecies can be dated with considerable precision. Twelve of the 13 dates in the book specify the times when Ezekiel received his message from the Lord. The other date is of the arrival of the messenger who reported the fall of Jerusalem (33:21). They are in chronological order.  Quite different from Isaiah and Jeremiah. Receiving his call as a prophet in July, 593 B.C., Ezekiel was active for 22 years. His last dated oracle was received in about 571.  

Title of the Book:

As with Isaiah and Jeremiah, the book of Ezekiel gets its name from its author, Ezekiel, which in Hebrew means “God strengthens” or “strengthened by God.” 

Emphases:

1. God’s judgment.

2. The whole idea of the presence of the Lord in His glory, which does leave and then returns in his visions. 

3. He describes the idolatry that is all over the place in Jerusalem in the final days and how that just confirms that God’s people are not faithful. 

4. He talks about God’s omnipresence and omniscience.

5. Destruction of final world powers.

6. Total final victory of God. 

Theme and Purpose:

“That you will know that I am the Lord”.  Phrase is repeated again and again to show all these things are happening to Israel so that they may know that I am the Lord.

Ezekiel’s ministry was to keep before the exiles the sins that had brought God’s judgment on them and to assure them of God’s future blessing in keeping with His covenant. Chapters 1-24 were written before the fall of Jerusalem to remind his fellow captives that God’s judgment on the city and Temple was surely coming. Chapters 33-48 contain prophecies of the still future restoration of Israel in the millennial kingdom.

Key Word:

While the key concept may be found in the word “restoration,” the words “shall know that I am the Lord” occurs some 63 times. Other distinctive phrases that are repeated are “the word of the Lord came” (50 times), and “glory of the Lord” (10 times).

Key Verses:  36:24-30, 33-35. 

Key Chapters:  Chapters 36-37 speak of the blessings that will come to the mountains of Israel followed by the hope of restoration of Israel in the vision of the valley of dry bones, which outlines the clear process of restoration of Israel’s future.

Chapters 38-39 anticipate the great global conflict that will occur on the mountains of Israel but with Israel’s enemies defeated by God.

Key People:  Ezekiel

Christ as seen in Ezekiel:

Christ, the Messiah, is pictured as a tender sprig that will be planted on a high and lofty mountain (17:23-24), a picture similar to that of the Branch in Isaiah (11:1), in Jeremiah (23:5; 33:15), and in Zechariah (3:8: 6:120. Ezekiel also speaks of Messiah as the King who has the right to rule (21:26-27) and who will minister as the true Shepherd (34:11-31).

Outline:

The book has a basic chronological arrangement (unlike Jeremiah)

The major units of the book follow the chronological flow of Ezekiel's life and naturally relate to the message of the book:

1. Chapters 1--24 speak of judgment since the fall of Jerusalem is coming


I. The commission and Call of Ezekiel (1:1-3:27)

A. Ezekiel Beholds the Glory of God (1:1-28)

B. Ezekiel is Commissioned to the Word of God (2:1-3:27)

II. Present Judgments on Jerusalem and Judah (4:1-24:27)

A. Four Signs of Coming Judgment (4:1-5:17)

B. Two messages of Coming Judgment (6:1-7:27)

C. Four Prophecies Through Visions (8:1-11:25)

D. The Certainty of Judgment With Their Causes Through Signs, Messages, and Parables (12:1-24:27)

2. Chapters 25--32 emphasize judgment upon the nations after the fall of Jerusalem for either being "participants in or gleeful onlookers to 'the day of Jacob's trouble'"


III. Prophecies Against Gentile Nations (25:1-32:32)

A. Against Ammon (25:1-7)

B. Against Moab (25:8-11)

C. Against Edom (25:12-14)

D. Against Philistia (25;15-17)

E. Against Tyre (26:1-28:19)

F. Against Sidon (28:20-26)

G. Against Egypt (29:1-32:32)

3. Chapters 33-48 speak of the hope of restoration for the people held in captivity after the fall of Jerusalem.

IV. Prophecies of the Restoration of Israel (33:1-48:35)

A. The Return of Israel to the Land (33:1-39:29)

B. The Restoration of Israel in the Kingdom (40:1-48:35)

Strange things:

1.  Called 'son of man' throughout the book.  
Contrast overwhelming grandeur of God at a time when people are wondering if God is not in control.  In chapter 2:1-contrast of glory of God and then the address, "son of man'.  Minuteness of Ezekiel vs the grandeur of God.
2.  Numerous parabolic acts commanded by God.  
Lie on left side for 390 days and right side for 40 days, build model of Jerusalem being assaulted by battering rams, cook peasant's food over cow dung, dig hole in wall/gather baggage of an exile by day/throw it over shoulder/exit through hole in wall at night/repeat process so people will ask, shave hair/beard and split it into three parts.

3.  Strange and powerful visions.  
Transported to Jerusalem in vision (ch 8).  Literally or in vision is mute, point is what he is witnessing is pagan practices right in Jerusalem.  Lots of visions of cherubims.  More than any other books of Bible.
4.  Visions of pagan worship.  
Ch 8 illustrates this well.  8:6,14  Tammuz-old Sumerian who dies every season and comes back to life when rain comes like Baal.  Part of ritual is for women to weep for 'dead husband' and so the god Tammuz to come back to life.  This suggests drought circumstances, instead of looking to God, they're looking to pagan deities.  Jer 14 mentions drought which is probably what's going on here.

v16-facing Mt. of Olives where sun will be rising...worshiping the sun.  God is saying do you see what they are doing to drive me away from the sanctuary.
Other Issues in Ezekiel:

1. The Turning of History  

2. Apocalyptic  

3. Lament Form
4. Prophecies Not Materialistic  

5.  God's Glory Leaving the Temple.  

Ch9-God will not tolerate sin.  He is slow to anger, and does provide prophets to warn and bring people back.  But in this chapter, we see God's glory ready to depart.  v3-it's about to leave...10:18-it seems to be going back.  A picture of God's 'struggle' of not wanting to leave his people but sin is driving him away.  11:22-24.  God had shown Ezekiel God being driven from his people by sin.  It is going towards the east.   significance of going east-as if saying that God's spirit is going to be with the faithful remnant. 
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