Key Portions Of The Tabernacle

Piece
Function & Significance

Ark of the Covenant
Golden rectangular box with important items inside

Symbolized God’s covenant, In Most Holy Place

Atonement Cover
Lid to the Ark, Symbolized presence of God

Veil (Curtain)
Divided two sacred rooms (Holy from Most Holy) 

Symbolized separateness from God due to sin

Table
In Holy Place, Bread & utensils kept here

Bread of Presence (Showbread)
12 loaves – one for each tribe

Symbolized spiritual nourishment from God

Menorah (Lampstands and Lamps) 
One stand in Holy Place with 7 lamps

Symbolizes God’s perfection & Spirit

Golden Altar of Incense
In Holy Place, in front of Curtain

Symbolic of acceptable prayer

Anointing Oil
Used on both priests and utensils

Symbolizes being set apart for God’s purposes

Brazen Altar (Altar of Burnt Offering)
Bronze altar outside of Tabernacle

Symbolized need for sacrifice to restore oneself to God

Laver (Basin)
Outside tabernacle, for washing priests

Symbolizes need for washing
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The Basic Layout of the Tabernacle 

· 150 by 75 feet surrounded by pillars (7 feet)

· tent was 45 by 15 feet

· four layers of curtains covered the tent

· one entrance on the east

The Gate

· 30 feet wide

· covered by curtain or screen

Significance:  

Verses to consider:  “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” (John 14:6) and “I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved.” (John 10:9) 

The Brazen Altar

· 7.5 feet on all sides, 4.5 feet deep

· Altar of sacrifice

· Hebrew root of 'altar' means 'to slay' or 'slaughter'

· stood on mound of earth

· made of acacia wood and overlaid with bronze

· four horns projected from top four corners

· bronze grating inside to hold the animal

Significance:

Verses to consider:  “I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day. For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him.” (John 6:53-56) 

The Laver

· large bowl (basin) filled with water

· located half way between brazen altar and Holy Place

· no specific measurements but made entirely of bronze

Significance:  

Verses to consider:  “Let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled [with blood] to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water.” (Hebrews 10:22) 

The Menorah

· located inside the Holy Place

· golden lamp stand stood on left side of HP

· hammered out of one piece of gold

· no specific measurements

· one central branch and three branches on each side

· seven lamps holding olive oil and wicks stood on top of branches

· each branch looked like almond tree containing buds, flowers, and blossoms

· lamps to be kept burning continuously

Significance:

The Table of Showbread

· 3 feet by 1.5 feet and was 2 feet, 3 inches high

· stood on right side of HP

· held 12 loaves of bread

· made of acacia wood and overlaid with gold

· bread bakes by priest with fine flour

· bread remained on table for a week before eaten by priests on Sabbath day

· must be eaten inside the HP and by the priests only

Significance:

Verses to consider: “I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty. … Your forefathers ate the manna in the desert, yet they died. But here is the bread that comes down from heaven, which a man may eat and not die.” (John 6:35, 49-50)   

“While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, ‘Take and eat; this is my body.’” (Matthew 26:26) 

“Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me.” (Revelations 3:20) 

The Golden Altar of Incense

· sat in front of the veil between the HP and Holy of Holies

· 1.5 by 1.5 feet and 3 feet high

· made of acacia wood and overlaid with gold

· four horns protruded from four corners

· incense to be burned on the golden altar every morning and evening

· incense to be left burning continuously as a pleasing aroma to the Lord

· made of equal part of four precious spices and was considered holy

· same formula cannot be used to make perfume by Israelites

· horns were sprinkled with blood to cleanse/purify it from sins of the Israelites

Significance:

Verses to consider: “May my prayer be set before you like incense; may the lifting up of my hands be like the evening sacrifice.” (Psalm 141:2)

“Another angel, who had a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given much incense to offer, with the prayers of all the saints, on the golden altar before the throne. The smoke of the incense, together with the prayers of the saints, went up before God from the angel’s hand.” (Revelations 8:3-4) 

The Holy of Holies and the Veil

· located within the HP

· God appeared as pillar of cloud or fire in/above the HoH

· perfect cube of 15 feet

· thick curtain separated HoH from HP

· figures of cherubim (angels) embroidered on the veil

· cherubim embroidered on the innermost layer of covering of the tent

· 'veil' in Hebrew means a screen, divider, or separator that hides

· only High Priest allowed to enter once a year on the Day of Atonement

Significance:

Verses to consider: “Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body …let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith.” (Hebrews 10:19-22) 

“For Christ did not enter a man-made sanctuary that was only a copy of the true one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in God’s presence. Nor did he enter heaven to offer himself again and again, the way the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood that is not his own. …But now he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself.” (Hebrews 9:24-26) 

The Ark of the Covenant and Atonement Cover

· two pieces of same furniture

· located inside HoH

· Ark was made of acacia wood overlaid with gold inside out

· Ark was 3 feet, 9 inches long and 2 feet, 3 inches wide and high

· 3 items placed inside the Ark

· Atonement Cover also known as the Mercy Seat

· was the lid of the Ark

· Two cherubims stood on top facing each other

· Cherubim faced downward towards the ark with outstretched wings that covered the ark

· whole structure was beaten out of one piece of pure gold

· ark and cover cannot be touched by man

Significance:

Verses to consider: “There, above the cover between the two cherubim that are over the ark of the Testimony, I will meet with you and give you all my commands for the Israelites.” (Exodus 25:22)

“Tell your brother Aaron not to come whenever he chooses into the Most Holy Place behind the curtain in front of the atonement cover on the ark, or else he will die, because I appear in the cloud over the atonement cover.” (Leviticus 16:2)

“…the ark of God, which is called by the Name, the name of the Lord Almighty, who is enthroned between the cherubim that are on the ark.” (2 Samuel 6:2)

“O Lord Almighty, God of Israel, enthroned between the cherubim, you alone are God over all the kingdoms of the earth.” (Isaiah 37:16) 

“Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.” (Hebrews 4:16)

Articles in the Ark of the Covenant 

· pot of manna

· Aaron's budding staff

· two tablets of stone with the Ten Commandments

Significance:

Verses to consider: “This is what the Lord has commanded: ‘Take an omer [portion for one man] of manna and keep it for the generations to come, so they can see the bread I gave you to eat in the desert when I brought you out of Egypt.’” (Exodus 16:32)

“And the Lord said to Moses, ‘Put back the staff of Aaron before the testimony, to be kept as a sign for the rebels, that you may make an end of their grumblings against me, lest they die.’” (Numbers 17:10)

The Ten Commandments And Jesus

Commandment
Jesus
Commandment
Jesus

No other gods
Matthew 4:10
Do not murder
Matthew 5:22

Don’t make idols
Luke 16:13
No adultery
Matthew 5:28

Don’t misuse name
Matthew 5:34 ff
Do not steal
Matthew 5:40

Remember Sabbath
Mark 2:27-28
No false testimony
Matthew 12:36

Honor parents
Matthew 10:37
Do not covet
Luke 12:15

The Nature and Content of the Mosaic Law

This consisted of 365 negative commands and 248 positive for a total of 613 commands.  It is common to divide the Mosaic Law into three parts as illustrated below, but though this is helpful for analysis and the study of the Mosaic Law and the way it functions, such a division is never stated as such in Scripture. Rather it is seen as a unit. 

· Part 1: The Moral Law or the Ten Commandments. This part of the Law governed the moral life giving guidance to Israel in principles of right and wrong in relation to God and man (Exodus 20:1-17). 

· Part 2: The Judgments, or the Social Law. This part of the Law governed Israel in her secular, social, political, and economic life (Exodus 21:1-23:13). 

· Part 3: The Ordinances or the Ceremonial Law. This was the religious portion of Law which guided and provided for Israel in her worship and spiritual relationship and fellowship with God. It included the priesthood, tabernacle and sacrifices (Exodus 25-31, Leviticus).

Two Types of Law

Apodictic Law (Unconditional Demand)

Casuistic Law (Case Law)

