DANIEL (Israel’s Ultimate Destiny)

Author:  

As evident by Daniel’s own claim (12:4) and by his use of the autobiographical first person from chapter 7:2 onward, Daniel is the author of this prophetic book. 

While a youth, Daniel was taken as a captive to Babylon in 605 B.C. by Nebuchadnezzar. There he became a statesman in the court of Nebuchadnezzar and Darius. Though he did not occupy the office of a prophet, Christ identified him as a prophet (Matt. 24:15; Mark 13:14). As one who did not occupy the prophetic office, the book of Daniel is found in “the Writings,” the third division of the Hebrew Bible rather than in “the Prophets.”

1. External Evidence:


a. Jesus identifies Daniel as the prophet who spoke of the “abomination of desolation” 
(cf. 9:27; 11:31; 12:11) in Matthew 24:15-16 (cf. Also Mark 
13:14; Luke 21:20)


b. The writer shows an accurate knowledge of sixth-century events:



1) The city of Shushan is described as being in the province of Elam back in the 

time of the Chaldeans (8:2)



2) In chapter 9 the writer goes beyond the Maccabean period by predicting the 


crucifixion of Christ and the following destruction of the city of Jerusalem

2. Internal Evidence: The author refers to himself as Daniel throughout the book (cf. 7:1; the rest of the references are in terms of pronouns either third person or first person singular)

Date: 537 B.C.  If Daniel is the author as the book claims, then it was written after the Babylonian captivity when Daniel and other young men were taken captive to Babylon in 605 when Nebuchadnezzar subdued Jerusalem. But for various reasons, this date has been disputed with many critics arguing that Daniel is a fraudulent book which was written in the time of the Maccabees in the second century B.C. rather than the sixth century B.C., starting around 180-175, when the Jews were trying to revolt against the terrible oppressors called the Seleucids, this was a particular Greek empire called the Seleucid Empire. So that is what it is all about. 

Arguments raised by critics against early dating of Daniel:

1.  Accurate fulfillment of prophecy is impossible 

2.  Persian and Greek words used in the book would have been unknown to 6th century Jewish author 

3.  Aramaic used in 2:4-7:28 belongs to a time after Daniel 

4.  Alleged historical inaccuracies  

Title of the Book:  The book is named after its author. The Hebrew word for Daniel means either “God is Judge” or “God is my Judge.” The Greek form Daniel in the Septuagint is the basis for the Latin and English titles.

Theme and Purpose:  The theme of Daniel is God’s sovereign power as the one true God, who judges and destroys the rebellious world powers and will faithfully deliver His covenant people according to their steadfast faith in Him. 

A. “To establish hope in future restoration by reflecting in vision God’s dealing with Israel’s national sin through the times of the Gentiles”

B. To instruct and admonish the people of God in the crisis of faith

C. To challenge “the faithful to be awake and ready for the unexpected intervention of God in wrapping up all of human history”

Key Word:  Though the words “king” and “kingdom” occur over and over again, the key idea is the plan of God for Israel which will end in the establishment of God’s Messiah King as ruler on the earth.

 

Key Verses:  2:20-22, 2:44, 7:14. 

 

Key Chapters:  One of the greatest prophetic chapters in the Bible is Daniel 9, the prophecy of the ‘seventy weeks’ determined for Israel (9:24-27). These verses give us the chronological frame for the nation of Israel and her Messiah from the time Daniel to the establishment of Messiah’s kingdom on earth.

 

Key People:  The key people are Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, Abed-nego, Nebuchadnezzar, Darius, Cyrus, and Michael.

 

Christ as seen in Daniel:  One of the key portraits of Christ in Daniel is that of the coming Messiah who will be cut off (a reference to the cross) (9:25-26). However, Christ is also portrayed as the great stone who will crush the kingdoms of this world (2:34, 45), the son of man (7:13), and the Ancient of days (7:22). 

 

Outline:  

I. The Personal History of Daniel (1:1-21)

A. His Deportation to Babylon (1:1-7)

B. His Faithfulness in Babylon (1:8-16)

C. His Reputation in Babylon (1:17-21)

II. The Prophetic Plan for the Gentile Nations (2:1-7:28)

A. Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream of the Great Image (2:1-49)

B. The Fiery Furnace: A Lesson in Faith (3:1-30)

C. Nebuchadnezzar’s Vision of the Great Tree (4:1-37)

D. Belshazzar’s Feast and the Handwriting on the Wall (5:1-31)

E. Darius’ Foolish Decree or Daniel in the Lion’s Den (6:1-28)

F. Daniel’s Vision of the Four Beasts (7:1-28)

III. The Prophetic Plan for Israel (8:1-12:13)

A. Daniel’s Vision of the Ram, the Goat, and the Small Horn (8:1-27)

B. Daniel’s Prophecy of the Seventy Weeks of Year (9:1-27)

C. Daniel’s Prophetic Panorama of Israel’s Future (10:1-12:13) 

I.  Daniel’s Life:  Ch. 1 – 6

II. Daniel’s Visions:  Ch. 7-12

I.  Prologue:  Ch. 1

II. Kingdoms of the World vs. Kingdom of God:  Ch. 2 – 6


A.  Dream of Four Kingdoms: Ch. 2



B.  Rescue of Daniel’s Friends: Ch. 3




C.  Nebu’s Dream, Daniel’s Interpretation, Nebu Humbled:  Ch. 4




C’. Belshazzar’s Vision, Daniel’s Interpretation, Belshazzar Judged: Ch. 5



B’.  Rescue Of Daniel: Ch. 6


A’. Vision of Four Beasts: Ch. 7

III. Visions of The Kingdom

IV. Daniel’s Prayer & Vision of the 70 Weeks

V.  Vision of Coming Troubles & Final Victory

Most Accepted View Of Fulfillment Of Chapter Two Vision

Body Part
Material
Empire
Period of Dominance

Head
Gold
Babylon
606 – 539 BC

Chest & Arms
Silver
Medo-Persia
539 – 331 BC

Belly & Thighs
Bronze
Greece
331 – 146 BC

Legs & Feet
Iron & Clay
Rome
146 – 476 BC

From softer to harder, more precious to less special.  Each empire gets larger, more powerful, less God-centered.

Kings Daniel Served

Name
Empire
Chapter
Memorable Events

Nebuchadnezzar
Babylon
Ch. 1-4
Fiery Furnace, Insanity of Nebuchadnezzar 

Belshazzar
Babylon
Ch. 5, 7-8
Writing on the Wall

Darius
Medo-Persia
Ch. 6, 9
Daniel in the Lions’ Den

Cyrus
Medo-Persia
Ch. 10-12
Exiles return to Israel

Conflicts And Resolutions In Daniel

Act
Quote
Conflict
Resolution

1
Ch. 1
Self-Indulgence vs. Abstinence
Abstinence Wins!

2
Ch. 2
Pagan Magic vs. Wisdom of God
Divine Wisdom Wins!

3
Ch. 3
Idolatry vs. Loyalty to God
Loyalty Wins!

4
Ch. 4
Human Pride v. God’s Dominion
Sovereignty Wins!

5
Ch. 5
Sacrilege vs. Sacred Devotion
Reverence Wins!

6
Ch. 6
Human Plots vs. Providence
Providence Wins!

Overview of Daniel:  

Here is an overview look at the way Daniel is structured. You have six chapters of stories about Daniel and then six chapters of apocalyptic prophecy.  All the themes of those are that the world empires must eventually give way to God’s empire. Then, with chapter 7, you start in the apocalyptic visionary material. You notice that there are three chapters that are each individual visions, 7, 8, and 9, and then a big, single three-chapter vision in 10-12, so the second half also kind of divides. It is all very neatly structured. Daniel may not have had these things happen in the order that they are given, because they have been ordered more thematically and structurally than they have chronologically, perhaps, we do not know that for sure, although there appears to be, certainly in the first half, a general, chronological order from earliest to latest so that could be in the second as well. 

The point of all of these visions is that, whatever is happening now, whatever is going on with all these great nations and these superpowers of Daniel’s day, it will not last. It may take centuries, it may go from one nation to another, but what is going to happen is that there is going to be a special new kingdom, the kingdom of the Messiah, that is going to finally rule. It is going to eliminate all earthly kingdoms and it is going to last forever and ever. That is the great message of the Book of Daniel, including in the first part. Now, the first part of stories about faith under oppression, trusting in God during times that are hard, continuing to pray, all of those are sub themes, but the big theme, even of the first part of the book, is, “Look, if you are God’s people, you don’t have to worry about the nation you are under. It can be a good nation, it can be crummy nation, you can be in times of relative freedom or times of horrible oppression; you know where things are headed. You trust in God and all will come right.” That is really what both parts of the book are emphasizing. 

Literary Issues:  

I. Style Factor - Aramaic 

II. Apocalyptic as a Category

A. Visionary

B. Great Sweep of History

C. Numerical Coding

D. Symbols 

E. Images

F. Encouragement 

G. Prophet-Angel / Prophet-God Dialogue

H. Hidden Truth is Revealed

